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AFFIRMATION OF 
VICTOR A. KOVNER 
IN SUPPORT OF DEFENDANTS' 
MOTION TO DISMISS FOR 
FAILURE TO STATE A CLAIM 
OR, IN THE ALTERNATIVE, 
FO R g VM MA RY JU DG MENT 



VICTOR A. KOVNER, an attorney admitted to practice 
before this Court, affirms the following under the penalty of 
perjury: 

1. I am a member of the firm of Lankenau Kovner & 
Kurtz, attorneys for defendants Random House, Inc. ("Random 
House"), The New York Times Company (incorrectly sued herein as 
The New York Times Company, Inc.) ("The New York Times"), and 
Gerald Posner ("Posner"). I submit this affirmation in support 
of defendants' motion pursuant to Rules 12(b)(6) and 56 of the 
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure for an Order dismissing the 
complaint with prejudice, or in the alternative, granting 
summary judgment, for the limited purpose of annexing hereto a 
few published documents that are relevant to the motion.* 



The motion is styled, in the alternative, as a motion for 
summary judgment pursuant to Rule 56 of the Federal Rules 
of Civil Procedure, for the sole purpose of including in 
the record these publications. 
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Annexed hereto as Exhibit A is a copy of Case 



Closed , the book authored by defendant Posner and published by 
defendant Random House that is the subject of the. advertisement 
in suit. 
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published reviews and articles about Case Closed 




4. Annexed hereto as Exhibit C is a copy -of -the 
front cover, copyright page and page 421 of the book High 

^573^ 49MI 

Treason , which was co-authored by plaintiff Robert J. Groden 

* » 

and which contains the quotation which appears on the 
challenged advertisement.* 

5. Annexed hereto as Exhibit D is a copy of the 
complaint filed by plaintiff. 

WHEREFORE , defendants request that this Court grant 
their Motion to Dismiss For Failure to State a Claim, or in the 
alternative, Motion for Summary Judgment, and for such other 
relief as the Court deems just and proper. 



Dated: New York, New York 

May 4, 1994 




* The annexed excerpts appear in the paperback reprint 

edition of the book published by The Berkley Publishing 
Group in 1990. The Berkley paperback edition contains the 
complete text of the original edition of the book which was 
published in 1989. 
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Exhibit A, the book entitled Case Closed by Gerald 
Posner, is contained in the file folder submitted 
herewith 
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BookReview 



November 21, 1993 $1.00 
c mrr*n « ins rns 



The Death of J.F.K. 




I N the 30 years since John F. 

Kennedy was murdered, some 
2,000 volumes on the assassination have ^ 

appeared, providing a devastating record of the 
lengths to which sensationalists have gone to sow 
suspicion, and editors and publishers have gone to profit from 
peddling their wares. In reviewing the crop of this anniversary 
season, Geoffrey C. Ward finds one — Gerald Posners Case 
Closed" — the most daring, and not because Mr. Posner has 
new explanations to offer or new suspects to name. i 5 



The View From Mitteleuropa/3 



The Most Durable Assassination Theory: 
Oswald Did It Alone 



By Geoffrey C. Ward 



^ round lunchtime JO years ago tomorrow. I 
• wu browsing in Use downstairs stacks 

/ \ o( the public library in Cambridge. 

Mas* . when a man appeared at the 
fi m. bead of the stairs aad announced. The 
President s been shot " 

It never crossed my mind that he wild mean 
the president of Use United Staiei. my first thought 
•as to wonder why anyone should have wanted to 
•boot the president of Oberltn Cot left, from wfuch I 
had recently been graduated I picked out a cmiple of 
bo oft f and went upaiairs The news was being dis- 
cussed in low. library tones around the checkout 
desk, and 1 managed to overhear only enough to 
imderstand that my codaf* s praaidem hadn't been 
mvolved alter all 

Ah, I thought, then the victim must be the 
president of Harvard 

Only when I got outside and saw a toot of 
anguished people M stored around a parked car. Us 
door open, it* radio bUnng bulletins from Dallas, 
did the full horror of what had happened hit me 

Thai an American President might be mur- 
dered was unthinkable in 1M3 No aUtinf President 
had been shot since ItQl . none had even been shot at 
since (though a would-be assassin missed Presi- 
dent-elect Franklin D Roosevelt in 1M3. and two 
more had been cut down trying to get to Harry 
Truman in 1*50) And John Kennedy * youth and 
vigor and sir of self-confidence had made him seem 
especially invulnerable 

It ts little wander then (hat when the Warren 
Commission issued Its report in 1M4. naming Lae 
Harvey Oswald as the lone assassin and denying any 
previous link between him and his murderer. Jack 
Ruby, Americans were reluctant to believe it The 
country tod been traumatized by the assassins t ion. 
then robbed of the emotional catharsis the accused 
assassin s trial could have provided Such profound- 
ly unsettling event* demanded a more sweeping 
explanation, a criminal conspiracy equal to the 
enormity of the crime And over the years, as critics 
of the commission revealed that the CIA and F 11 
had deliberately withheld information from Its in- 
vestigators — out of bureaucratic unwillingness to 
admit their own shortcomings or for more sinister 
reasons, depending on one s degree of skepticism - 
thai initial suspicion was sot in stone 

looks ridiculing the official version of the as- 
sassination began appearing months before the 
commission report was in print, and they've been 
appearing ever since, some serious, some lurid, 
many simply loony There have already been some 
2,000 volumes on the Kennedy assassination, accord- 
oig to Gerald Posner, the author of CASE CLOSED: 
Lae Harvey Oswald and the Assassins don ef JFK: 
Random House. OS. Itself one of a baker's dosan of 
assassination boosts to appear this anniversary Baa- 




Most of them merely add to the confusion For 
example. Gaeton Form, a former Investigator for 
the House Setoct Committee on Assassinations, 
which conducted to own inquiry In the la la 1*70*, 
charges the committees chief counsel G Robert 
Rlakey, with deliberately steering the investigation 
toward organised crime and away from the real 
villains, who Mr. Fonxi babeves were renego<* 
agents within the CIA (THE LAST INVEST1GA- 

Geeffrey C Ward, the author of -A First-Class 
Temperament The Emergence of Franklin Roose- 
velt.- recently won an Emmy as principal wmar lor 
-The Kennedy. - Hu “Tkger-Wxtoh* Encounters 
With the Men Who Tried to Save the Greatest of the 
Great Cat.- u being published next week 



llw , t a Mauth.'«J4ii). Jeon HUI. a highly 

imaginative eyewitness to the shooting who once 
asserted that the Kermedyi had a -white, fluffy dog" 
between them in their limousine, now claims Lyn- 
don Johnson was behind the whole thing (JFK: The 
Last Dtaeentisg Witness, by Bill SMan with Jean 
Hill: Pelican Pitatohlog. *17-**). (Her "proof A 
police officer, now conveniently dead, once told her 
1_B.J had seemed to him insufficiently heartbroken 
as he eras driven away from Parkland Memorial 
Hospital.) Robert J Groden. who Is convinced that 
moat of the Kennedy auu*sy photographs and X 
rays are forgeries, has now produced a btg coffeeu- 
bb book <THE KILLING OF A PRESIDENT: The 
PtoasgTMi* R— * I — *** toaaaal- 
■atosk dssCaaspiracy. aad the Cover-Up Viktag. 
Ob), in which those ghastly exhibits may be savored 
pi full color Harnaon Edward Livingstone, who 
once collaborated with Mr Groden on "High Trea- 
son." an assassination best seller . now posits ■ whole 
new set of traitors - his fallow authors of assassins 
uon many of whom, he says, are actually 

-d» information specialists." paid to protect Lady 
gird Johnson and ocher masterminds of the conspir- 
acy (KILLING THE TRUTH: Deceit and Decepdan 
apt JFK Case; Carroll A Gref, OTIS). 

WHO* WHO IN THE JFK ASSASSINATION: 
Aa A-awZ E ac y tl — M s . * MMto.1 R—n; Cite- 
gti/ Carol r*Ht^-g paper, SIAM offers capsule 
biographies of nearly 1JM -saaeouaJ people" con- 
aocted to the Dallas tragedy, ranging from the 
President's widow to the writer of s self -published 
book sllsglng that a man ertth an umbrella used It to 
fire a paralyzing dan into the Preaidttit sottothed 

... > — II.. .Mt.il. pM«r Ftak 



EotTe professor of Ei*toh at Berkeley with a 
stunningly opaque style, argues that responsibility 
for the President's death rests with "deeper political 
pro ce sses, which have act yet been discerned 
(DEEPFOLmeS AND THE DEATH OF JFK; 

Diversity ef CaJUaeMa. *»> , 

It la evidence of our continuing national unease 
about the events In Dal l a s that Mr Poanar s book 
seems by far the moat daring of the current crop, 
wx because he has new explanations to offer or new 
suspects to name, but because he makes such a 



persuasive «*»— (hat, for all the Warren Commis- 
sions sins, in the end it reached the nghi conclu- 
sions as Mr Posner carefully lays H out. the evi- 
dence seem* overwhelming that Oswald did indeed 
murder the President all on his own, that his and 
Ruby * were the case's only smoking guns 

Mr Posner is not the first writer to make that 
argument, and although he conducted fresh inter- 
views in the course of writing his book, much that hr 
has to say in it has been said before. Still, it has 
■ever been said with such clamy or narrative skill, 
his is by far the moat lucid and compelling account I 
have ever reed of what probably did happen in 
Dellas - and what almost certainly did not No 
serious historian who writes about the assassination 
m the future will be able to ignore it 

M l POSNER begins his account with 
Oswald's arrest for the murder, less 
than an hour and a half after Ken- 
nedy was fatally wounded, of J D 
Tippu. a Dellas police officer who 
stopped him on the street because his description 
matched that of the Kennedy shooter, he then traces 
the events of the tormented Ufa that brought Oswald 
to that moment Along the way. Mr Posner chal- 
lenges nearly every one of the conspire cist s' as 
sumptions Oswald was a good shot. Mr Posnrr 
insists, and ha had plenty of time to get off the shots 
be weeded Oswald missed with the first one. he 
argues, wounded the President and Gov John Con 
■ally of Texas with the second, and killed Kennedy 
with the third Employing common sense, computer 
analysis and crisp graphics Mr Poaner demon- 
strate* that the much derided magic” bullet did 
precisely what the Warren Commission said it did 
"passed through the President, out his neck, and 
than caused all of Governor Connelly's wounds " 
And for all the fevered talk about snipers lurk 
tag along the -grassy tool!" or springing up from 
sewer drains, not one witness in D*^**^ 1 *^ 
claimed ai the time to have seen anyone but Oswald 
lire a shot The dramatic finding oy tut House Select 
Committee In 1*71 that there was a ***S percent 
nw-iiK«n<j ihat lour shots had been fired ai Kennedy 
Continued on next page 



THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW 




Coni muni frnm pr reeding pa*** 

(pro vine Np had been caught tn a 
crossfire) was based on analysis 
of a police recording of a trans- 
mission from the radio of a mo- 
torcycle. supposedly m Dealey 
Plaaa. that was later shown to 
have been mites from the mur- 
der scene 

Mr Posner found no credible 
evidence that Oswald ever 
worked for the Cl .A., the K.G., 
Lgr Wry other intelligence 

Fj«t: damnossreses that 

et tm d no aprcial treatment 
from either American or Soviet 
authorities He argues IhaUhere 



the existence of aa unposior 
claim). and that the real one nev- 
er knew David Feme, the bt- 
tarre right-wing pilot wtth al- 
*—*Mal* caanectiana. £$la* 
Shaw, the New Orleans baaffneis 
man. or sny of the other shadowy 
figures who pssplad the paranoid 
fantasies of Jtaa Garrison, the 
late district attorney of that city, 
or of hi* hagingrapher. the film 
maker Oliver Stone Nor Is there 
anything concrete to suggest 
that Oswald ever had anything to 
do with the Mob 

NAT 



Oswald Did It Alone 



more about the mm her of Jesus. 
Mary, after He was crucified 
And really nobody ha* worried 
abnut my welfare ** 

Ton erratic in hold a job for 
long, consumed by seNgtiy. 
blaming others always forher 
problems MarguetdfcQewald 
dragged hersonfeunopty uretty 
(21 mooes m »7 years), school to 




ad life Oswalds 
Belligerent link i 
gumtly ( 

to stab hi« mother (in s 
he often slept until he war nearly 
II); he hurled one knife at his 



w* 

W f twisted per- A 
sonalny, according to tha author. - * 
lha same grandraae tnoblluy in 
understand the real world and 
his own limned place in it that 
drives so many other inadequate 



sister-in-law with another. 

fought with hit schoolmates, du- 
. JVptqd classes and stayed swoy 
from School so often he - was fi- 
nally remanded at 1) to Youth 
House in Manhattan for a psychi- 
atric examination “I found him 
to have definite traits of danger- 
au*nr*«." the p*yi ht.tin%i re- 
peal led when he testified before 
the Warren Commission, "a po- 
tential for explosive, aggressive, 
assaultive acting out - Asxed 
whether he preferred the compa- 
ny of boys or girls. Oswald told 
the psychiatrist. "I dislike every- 



then? body.*' 



to 

■om in New Orleans ut 1*3#. 
Oswald never knew his father, 
who died two months before his 
birth, and he was raised by a 
mother so egomaniacs I that she 
would one day come to see the 
assassination itself merely at 
further evidence of the world a 
Inexplicable neglect of her "Lei 
me tell you this.** she told the 
writer Jean Stafford after her 
son s death, "if you research the 
life of Jesus Christ, you find that 
you never dtd hear anything 



Hr dropped out of school alto- 
gether at 14 because, he said, it 
could teach hem nothing, and 
buned himself in books on Marx- 
ism instead, persuading himself 
ihti all the unhappiness and dis- 
appointment that continued to 
corrode his life was somehow 
being caused by capitalism At 
17. he )o«ned the Marines to get 
■way from his mother, but he 
was unable ever to shake the 
sense of perpetual grievance 
with which she had imbued him. 
or his anger at a world that stub- 
bornly refused to grant him the 
recognition she had taught him 
should be his 

* Not surprisingly, the fWtMhry 
did not suit him Catd. aarcasuc. 
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The Claremont Graduate School 0 

announces 

THE 1994 KINGSLEY TUFTS POETRY AWARD 

TV CVmOTi Gradual* School Mimes aubet.u^, for tV 
l*Wt KmfiWT Tufa Poetry Award TV «»a*d of 4 SO. 000 *.ll 
b* prrtcnrcd to rV American (w who** vntl it futlfrd moti 
wwrhf V • smImI panel of StMirtptmVd ,uJe»* 

TVmdaaia 

hvaband. |vw< Mf wniar Km*. let Tafit 
Tn he (onudrrtd l« tV 1994 aaaaaJ. »wt»«in«io*ii ottrti he 
rvwrasarhed on or haforr D«.«W. IS. IP*) Announceanrni 
of i hr award winner will he made on April 2. |*®4 

Onlr bnoki nf poetry pwhluhrd m IHI n, ill he cnnitdrrrJ 
For complete »lifib*lu» inwrucl trutt tend 5A51 io 
TV Kings ley Twfn Pnrtn Award 
TV Claremont Gradual! School 
160 Eait Tenth Street 
Claremont. CA 9171 1 



Withdrawn, hr ».t* taunted as 
“Otnr g.ihhn" .irul "Mrs Os- 
wald" by hi* lrlh*w mjrimt, and 
was court msruated and found 
guilty twice first fnr shoaling 
himself m the arm with a 22 
pistol he was unauthorized to 
carry and again for pouring a 
drink over the head nl a sergeant 
who had dared assign him to 
K P duty He subsequently suf- 
fered an apparent breakdown, 
weeping and I if in g shot* into the 
mght while on guard duty After 



•y then he had decided to de- 
fect to thf Soviet Union, sure hta 

.gtfi* uiwjMlMirbis nf by »qen 

Communists he had Wig e£~ 
■tic**- RkiWU hta newis opened 
ICG ■ files make clear, the Sovt- 
r no more 

i hi* fellirw 
Americans had boon He had to 
aiaah hta wrists tn keep from 
being expelled from the country 
aoceNb T a unsl vnui ran out Two 
Soviet psychiatrists independ- 
ently declaraghim "mentally uiv 
■table,** according in Yuri No- 
aenko, a K G B. defector, and he 
was finally granted asylum only 
bee suns the Soviets feared that tf 
he succeed e d in his neat try at 
auictdr. they might V hlumett 
for murdering en American 
tourist 



Hi 



was sent in a radio 
and television fac- 
tory in Minsk, 
where he met Mart- 
Pruaakova. the 



wife, but quickly grew disillu- 
sioned with the gnm reality of 



tngly obeevre place within it "He 
didn't want to be among the com- 
mon people." a Russian emigre 
who knew Oswald later In Amer- 
ica remembered "He thought 
emce he was a defector and a 
former Marine Corpaman that 
he would be given special atten- 
tion" 

He returned to the United 
Slates in the spring of 1M2 wtth 
his wife and Infant daughter He 
was a failure by any sane defini- 
tion. virtually friendless, unable 
to hold on even to the mental >oba 
available to him. routinely bat- 
tering hit wife whom he forbade 
to leant English for fear he'd lose 
control of her Bui m his own 
mind he ev id ent ly remained a 
tearless fighter for what he was 
soon calling the "radical futur- 
ist" cause He ined but failed to 
shoot the eccentric right-wing 
general. Edwin Walker, m the 
apparent belief that Walker was 
the harbinger of American fas- 
cism He proclaimed himself 
heed of a local chapter of the 
Fair Play lor Cube Committee 
but failed in attract a single 
member And he talked of hi- 
jacking a jet and forcing it to 
lake him and his family to Cuba, 
which he had now persuaded 
him** If was the only place he 
could find a revolutionary role 
worthy of his talent* while in t hr 
grip of this la*.t vision. he took io 
bounding about hi* home in his 
andrrwear. herding imaginary 
lellow passenger* until his 
frightened wife began whisper- 



ing in thru daughter "Our papa I 
»* mu< uf hi* mind *' 

In Scptemhn |Hgl Oswald • 
turned up tn Meaim City seek 
tng a vt*a lu enter Cuba and 
bringing with him a fat dossier 
he had compiled in impre«» trie 
authorities mil. he claimed io be 
a skilled translator, specialist tn 
"Street AgM.iiMm." "Radi>» 
Specker |**er | find Lecturer.'* 
"organizer " ideologic soldier 
and potential *pv Once the Cu- 
bans saw it he assured his wife 
he would he welcomed eagerly in 
Havana "You laugh now " he 
told her. "but in 20 year* when | 

'. we ll see how 
you laugfnhen." '■*£ 

The Cuban* and Russian* did 
not laugh. Oswald's visit was no 
unnerving for that he wept 
shouted, pulled a rrvulver that 
he said he carried because ihe 
F B I was out to kill him His 
application was dented, none i he 
IMS 

In PASSPORT TO ASSASSI- 
NATION: The Never- Before 

TeM Story of Loo Harvey Oswald 
by the KGB Ceieoel Who Knew 
Him; Birch Lane /Carol Publish- 
ing. B22JM, Oleg M Nechipo- 
renko. a retired officer in the 
foreign Intelligence division nf 
IV K G B whn was une of the 
three Soviet officials who inter- 
viewed Oswald in Mexico City, 
confirms Mr Posner's version of 
his bizarre visit "We decided we 
could not lake Oswgld seriously 
His nervousness, . his ram- 
bling and even nonsensical 
speech at time*, hta avoidance of 
answering specific questions and 
the shifts from strong agnation 
to depression gave us reason to 
believe that his mental slate was 
unstable or that, at the very 
least, he suffered from ■ serious 
nervous disorder " 

The only Government on earth 
Oswald thought worthy of him 
had turned him away He re- 
turned to Texas, humiliated and 
filled wtth anger at the bureau- 
crats who seemed to block his 
path no matter where he tried tq 
go The truly frightening thing 
about what happened there a few 
arsuka later, as Mr Posner re- 
counts it. ta not the notion thai 
vast, murky forces somehow 
rule our lives, but that not even 
the greatest among us is safe 
when madness and sheer chance 



Had the Cubans granted Os- 
wald his visa, for example he 
would probably have been in Ha- 
vana by November and we 
would not now know his name 
Had any one of four potential 
employers to whom he applied 
for a job when he got bach to 
Texas decided to hire him. he 
would not have had the opportu- 
nity to fire upon the motorcade 
Had a Dallas neighbor not in- 
nocently suggested to Marina » 
ckani friend that there might 
be a job foe Oswald at the Teaa* 
School Book Depository, had the 
friend iw then followed up with a 
hetofut teleohoae call to the man 
in charge, and had that man — 
svho had openings at two differ 
ent location* — not happened to 
give Oswald the job at Deaiey 
Continued on next page 
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Still in Unthinkable Thought 

Wh«i Gerald Poaner decided to write a 
book about the uuuliution of John F Kerv 
nmdy, he wanted to identify the taaues that 
•are still outstanding almost 30 years later 

-The biggest story here would have been to 
come up with incontrovertible evidence of a 
conspiracy." be said. “I applied the same 
standards of evidence to both aides.- Ii was 
only aftar Mr Poaner. who once was a Wall 
Street lawyer, spam dose to If months comb 
big the written record and then conducted 
some 200 Interviews that he was convinced he 
-could reach a conclusion- — that Lae Harvey 
Oowald acted alone 

That la why Mr. Posner was so surprised at 
the reaction to “Case Closed " in the two 
months since it was published, he has had let* 
ter* accusing him of being a CIA. agent or of 
being an the Federal payroll Someone has 
taken the trouble to find out his interview 
•cheduk and to fax belittling letters u radio 
** aUo| tt. A computer network has asked 
members to try to discredit the book. In Boa- 
ton. s group of demonstrators gathered in 
front of hie hotel with signs saying "Case Still 
Opmn — Posner's a Dupe ~ 

He also has been surprised by the telephone 
etllf In the middle of the night. Some have 



a been accusatory, some 
taunting, some obscene 
And be was surprised 
that much of the discus- 
sion of the book has cen- 
tered on his account of 
whs i happened in Dea- 
ley Plaza. not his de- 
tailed profile of Oswald 
And he was surprised at 
how little reaction 
greeted his interview — 

- r~» the first ever — with 

Geroiu Posner Yuri iioeenko. a K.C S 

agent who was kepi by 

American authorities in solitary confinement 
for two and a half years after he defected But 
moat unsettling have been the efforts to dis- 
credit him. -Perhaps my title is righting 
words." he said "Ii tails people who spent 20 
or 30 years an the case that they wasted their 
lives. " 

Mr. Poaner pondered the national obsession 
with the assassination "This is viewed as the 
greet unsolved murder mystery of the gener- ) 
ation." he said. “It is hard for many to rwallow 
the notion that a misguided loser with aS12 ri- 
fle could end Cameiot" Kathy Rose 



Continued from preceding page 
Plaia, he would never have gained the vantage 
point he needed 

And. It should be emphasized. Oswald won 
access to that snipers perch more than a month 
before he could have known that the parade route 
would pass beneath it. an awkward fact under- 
standably left out of most books alleging that sinis- 
ter forces conspired to put him within range Sheer 
serendipity now offered him a once-tn-a-lifetime 
opportunity to strike at the heart of the system he 
betkvsd the source of all his troubles, to alter 
history in a way even his wildest fantasies had not 
afforded turn 

On the morning of Nov 24. I M3, hts uncharac- 
teristic run of luck ran out he asked to be allowed 
to change Into a new sweater before reappearing 
before the television cameras, thereby delaying his 
own transfer from the city jail to the Dallas County 
jail by nearly five minutes Had he not done so. 
Jock Ruby (who had been sending a money order at 
the post office just up the street when the police 
would otherwise have been hustling Oswald 
through the jail basement) would have arrived too 
late to shoot him — and to cheat us of the trial that 
might have helped lay to rest our worst fears about 
ourselves and our Government 



M R POSNER probes Ruby’s motives 
as well, and believes he also acted 
entirely on his own A nightclub 
owner and small-time promoter, he 
too hoped to make himself a hero 
and was fully convinced a country grieving for its 
President would cheer the killer's killer. (In the 
first minutes after shooting Oswald he must have 
thought he’d been right; when the crowd gathered 
scroaa the street from the city Jail learned what he 
had done, they broke into loud applause ) 

Despite the cockiness of Mr Posner’s title. 
"Como Cloaed," the Kennedy case — like that of 
Abraham Lincoln, nearly a century older — ts 
Ukely always to remain open The crime will al- 
wayi outweigh the man accused of committing it 
No one can aver establish beyond a reasonable 
doubt that however weird Oswald was. he wasn’t 
actually doing someone a lie's bidding when he 
carried the paper parcel containing his rifle to the 
sixth floor of the Book Depository, or that some- 
thing other than personal demons didn’t drive Ruby 



cw:.o*. 

Lee Harvey and Marina Oswald leaving Minsk. 
USSR .for the United Slates in June 1962 



to murder him afterward Thirty years afier the 
event, no one already convinced of one or another of 
the conspiracy theories is likely to be converted by 
any narrative, no matter how carefully constructed 
or well documented Bui whatever one thinks about 
Mr. Poaner’s conclusions, no fair-minded person 
should miss his footnotes There, carefully segre- 
gated u> keep from muddying his story, he offers s 
devastating record of the lengths to which sensa- 
tional la u have gone to sow suspicion and sell books 
— omitting inconvenient facts, misrepresenting 
testimony, favoring stones grown more gaudy with 
the passing years over those first told when details 
were fresh, libeling the safely dead. Shame is out of 
fashion those days, but perhaps it’s not too much to 
hope that one or two of the authors Mr Posner 
exposes — along with the editors and publishers 
who have profited from peddling their irresponsi- 
ble wares — might suffer at least a momentary 
pong of embarrassment q 
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A simple point accounu tor me 
force and freshness ol Gerald 
Poamr’s "Ci* Goaed." a ‘P er *“£? 
now study ol Pro* idem John F. Kae- 
nedy’r assassination. Amid th« 
mounting welter o 1 conspiracy theo- 
ries one let of I ocu tends tncrtasing- 
ty to get overlooked: those having w 
do with tho biography and ctaracter 
of Let Harvey Oswald, whom Mr. 



Added up to conspiracy theories in- 

ti* Fododll Government, the jgMl v : 

K G l*bve Central Intelligence Agen- > 

cy. the Fede ral puraa u of Invesuga ^ 

Cuba, ipg tamwt l^fr f W .wtA > 

troi Cuba a cabvOf CoflKtfl .A 

sins and. ol recently faahiorablt m- 

use. members of organized crUM Bp- s 

Particularly telling la the author a fcc : k 

analysis of an acoustical study done ■&: h* 

by the House Select Committee on / J 

Assassinations (1174) ootensibly R9rj z^gyBHIi^BSL -4* 
proving that four shots, not three, ” 
were fired that day at Dealey Plaxa in . 

Dallas. Mr. Posner concludes that the CoM Qoild 

SSmstSSs - 

recorder's microphone “was on ■ By Gerald Power, 
torcyck stationed at the Trade Mart, niwmnfd. t*1 ***** Random How**- Cl 
where Iht Pitskteii'* luncheon re- 
ception was scheduled.’’ This ex- 
plaits. why the shots were hot obvi- 



Oswald's defection to the Soviet 
Union m 1P9. He has retndexed the M 
Tihimn of the Warren Corn mlsaior 
Report, discovering to ^ P™**** 
how the only other subject inde^dw 
one by Sylvia Meagher, rerteeuwhat 
he considers a bias toward OewaM s 
I nnoc e nce. For instance. Mr. Power 
ears ha found more than 50 ciiatlom 
about Oswald s potential for vlolena. 
whereas Me. Meagher twnd only 23. 
And he has availed himself of new 
•dentiftc and computer enhance- 
ments of Important evidenc e, mom 
pertinently the fUm of the Kennedy 
’ ... u. iknKim 2a- 



text 1 know of. In Mr. Posner’s hands, 
both Oswald and Ruby seem far too 
unstable to have been involved in any 
conspiracy. And for those who believe 
that their nutuness is exactly what 
suited them to be tools of intrigue. Mr. 
Posner offers persuasive evidence 
that no practical way existed for ei- 
ther of them to have been manipulat- 



Of course, the case will not be 
as a result of this study, which 
was published Just as the National 
Archives was releasing #0.000 Gov- 
emment documents on the assassins- 
turn. There seems to be a greater 
need for conspiracy theories account- 



As Mr. Power details the .vents be- 
fore the crime you can almost reel 
Oswald developing bu the madman 
who could commft wrh an acL 
And Iht same can ba^eaid of the 
book’s treatment of Jack Rahy. 
whose emotional dwmafmtlonah^ 
the President’ ■ death Is own vividl y 



the balance between the perpetrator 
and the enmt The result is more 
satisfying than any conspiracy theory 
bacause at every nap its explanation 
u dearer and more elegant. 
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dealey PtAXA, nov. 22, 1H3: The roar of the crowd ... the flicker of an 8-millimeter 
home-movie camera ... the wave, followed by the crack of gunfire . r? the splatter of 
blood and brain matter. The murder of John F. Kennedy reruns in the nation’s collec- 
tive consciousness like a horror show that never closes. Fully 
7 out of 10 Americans think a nameless, craftily concealed 
conspiracy did Kennedy in -and why wouldn't they? For 
three decades, harum-scarum conspiracy theories have come 
not as single spies but in battalions, marching at us out of 
200 books and a Hollywood blockbuster. Saturnine superpa- 
triots, bearded Marxists, vengeful Mafiosi, power-mad bu- 
reaucrats, ticked-off generals, bumt- 
out spooks -the suspects 
stretch to the horizon. Ten 
new assassination books 
arrive this fall on the eve of 
the slaying’s 30th anniversa- 
ry: 10 books with a smell 
about them, including one 
with the smell of truth. 

That book is Gerald Posner s 
“Case Closed,” to be published 
September 1 by Random House 
(excerpts start on Page 74). A 39- 
year-old lawyer turned writer (his credits include co-authoring 
the acclaimed biography “Mengele: The Complete Story,” 1986), Posner achieves the 
unprecedented. He sweeps away decades of polemical smoke, layer by layer, and builds 
an unshakable case against JFK’s killer. To do this, he had to fully reappraise a massive 
evidentiary record, plunging in without a clue as to where or when he would come out. He 
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reindexed all 26 volumes of War- 
ren Commission testimony and 
the 1979 report of the House Se- 
lect Committee on .Assassinations 
and cross-referenced material in 
hundreds of books and articles. 

Then, to fill gaps not bridged by 
his labyrinth of 3-by-5 cards, he 
did more than 200 interviews of 
his own. His conclusion: Yes, Lee 
Harvey Oswald -the pathetic 
“patsy” of so many conspiracy sce- 
narios, the putative fall guy of the 
much maligned Warren Commis- 
sion-gunned down Kennedy. 

And yes. he acted alone. 

Americans determined to disbelieve this thesis may be 
beyond persuasion. But readers who follow Posner’s 
analysis with an open mind will have their eyes opened in 
new ways. The Warren Commission correctly identified 
Osw ald as the killer but Filed a brief against him that was 
hobbled by mistakes and unanswered questions. Posner 
now performs the historic office of correcting the mis- 
takes and laying the questions to rest with impressive 
finality, bringing the total weight of evidence into focus 
more sharply than anyone has done before. 

swa proof. The central issue raised by the physical 
evidence has always been whether a single bullet could 
pass through Kennedy's upper back and also cause the 
wounds suffered by Texas Gov. John Connally. The two 
men were struck almost simultaneously. If a different 
bullet hit Connally, only a second gunman could have 
fired it. Posner demonstrates how computerized re-en- 
actments. special enhancements of the Zapruder film, 
new bullet-impact tests and medical expertise have at 
last proved the single-bullet theory beyond a reasonable 
doubt (see Page 88). "The chapter on the single bullet is 
a tour de force, absolutely brilliant, absolutely convinc- 
ing.” says Stephen Ambrose, the distinguished biogra- 
pher of Dwight Eisen- 
hower and Richard 
Nixon, who was previ- 
ously a strong single- 
bullet skeptic. ...» 

"Case UosetT^ de- 
molishes just as deci- 
sively another cause ci- 
lebre among conspiracy 
theorists: contradic- 
tions between how the 
treating physicians at 
Parkland Hospital and 
the autopsy doctors 
described Kennedy’s 
wounds. Exit wound or 
entrance wound? Big 
or small? High or low? 
Warren Commission 
critics have treated the 
discrepancies as proof 
that the body was tam- 
pered with to obscure 
the presence of a gun- 
man or gunmen who 
Young Oswald at tho Bronx Zoo fired from the grassy 
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0 “My fondcs dreams 
are shattered/’ Lee 
Oswald wrote in his di- 
ary on Oct. 21, 1959, 
just after the Soviet 
Foreign Ministry de- 
nied his request for citizen- 
ship and ordered him to 
leave. “I decide to end it. 
Soak list in cold water to 
numb pain. Then slash my 
left wrist. Then plaug wrist 
into bathtub of hot water . . 
somewhere, a violin plays, as 
I wacth my life whirl away.” 
Oswald was revived by blood 
transfusions. His suicide 
note, left on his hotel-room 
bed table and included in his 
KGB file, read: 

“Did 1 come 
here just to find 
death? 1 love 
life." Two psy- 
chiatrists found 
Oswald “mental- 
ly unstable." For- 
mer KGB officer 
Yuri Nosenko, 
who handled Oswald’s case, 
told Gerald Posner: “It 
made us feel he should be 
avoided at all costs." 

Even so, weighing all the 
risks after Oswald’s suicide 
attempt, high Kremlin offi- 
cials decided it would be 
dangerous not to let the ex- 
marine stay. Said Nosenko. 
“He was so unstable he 
might . . . succeed in killing 
himself. Then we would be 
criticized for a KGB murder 
of an American tourist.” 
Too much was at stake. Sev- 
eral weeks earlier, Eisen- 
hower and Khrushchev had 
thawed the cold war at a 
summit in the Maryland 
countryside, and the Krem- 
lin did not want “the spirit 
of Camp David” jeopar- 
dized. Oswald was granted 
asylum and sent to work in 
Minsk. The local KGB of- 
fice was ordered to watch 
him but not recruit him as 
an agent. Recalls Nosenko: 
“The KGB didn’t want Os- 
wald from Day 1.” 
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Lm Oswald In Minsk wtth Marina, a 19-yaar-ald pkarmacology atndawt l»a marriad In 1M1. Lata*, In Amariea, ba woald bant bar. 



knoll, on Kennedy’s right, while Oswald (or someone else) 
fired from the Texas School Book Depository behind the 
president. But when Posner himself interviewed the Park- 
land doctors, all but one agreed with the autopsy findings, 
conceding that their original observations, made hastily un- 
der great stress, had been incomplete, partially incorrect or 
subsequently distorted by conspiracy writers. 

Conspiracists have also long believed that if they could get 
a look inside Oswald's KGB file, it might well show he was a 
Soviet agent. ‘Case Closed” not only examines that file but 
repons the authors interview 
with Yuri Nosenko-the first 
ever exclusively devoted to the 
former KGB officer’s supervi- 
sion of the Oswald case. Both 
confirm that Oswald was not 
only not an agent but was 
deemed totally untrustworthy by 
the spy agency (box. Page 65). 

Previously undisclosed files 
cited by Posner also play havoc 
with the romanticized portrait of 
New Orleans District Attorney 
Jim Garrison that director Oliver 
Stone presents in his 1991 film, 

‘‘JFK.’* The files -of Garrison’s 
own investigators — buttress an 
earlier generation’s verdict that 
Garrison's chaotic assassination 
prosecution twisted the truth 
with cynical abandon. On issue 



after issue, Posner catches Stone and the major conspiracy 
writers in serious misrepresentations of the evidence (exam- 
pies begin on Page 77). 

I 

INK GRASSY -KNOLL FOUJES 

The high quotients of common sense, logic and scrupulous 
documentation found in “Case Closed” are niceties not often 
found in the field of assassination studies. One book entitled 
“Is President John F. Kennedy Alive -and Well?” has run • 
through 15 editions. Another book, “Best Evidence,” made 

the bestseller lists in 1981 with its ' 
theory that on the flight back to 
Washington, Kennedy’s body 
was stolen from his casket right 
from under the eyes of the first ! 
lady and presidential aides and 
surgically altered to disguise | 
wounds made by a second gun- I 
man. The author, David Lifion, | 
who is at work on yet another 
conspiracy book, has spent his | 
adult life trying to unmask the | 
JKK plotters. In the mid-1960s 
he did photo enhancements of 
shrubbery on the grassy knoll and 
thought he could discern a man 
with a periscope, a man with a 
machine gun, another with an 
electronic headset, still another 
wearing a Kaiser Wilhelm hel- 
met, and a galoot who was either 
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Douglas MacAnhur or the gen- 
eral’s dead ringer. 

The conspiracy writers are 
fed by a network of amateur 
sleuths who keep vast files of 
clippings in their basements and 
troll for fresh witnesses who all 
too often have found their 
tongues after half a lifetime of 
terrified silence. By one count, 

30 men have been identified by 
buffs as “the second gunman” 
or have themselves “confessed” 
to firing shots at Kennedy, usu- 
ally from the grassy knoll. 

The quest for Kennedy’s kill- 
ers long ago became the domain 
of both hobbyists and profiteers. 

A for-profit JFK Assassination 
Information Center prospers in 
Dallas by selling bumper stick- 
ers, T-shirts and other murder 
memorabilia and charging peo- 
ple S4 to view its exhibits. Con- 
spiracy buffs meet for three days 
each year in Dallas (S150 regis- 
tration fee) to swap theories, at- 
tend seminars on such topics as 
“Media Coverup-Then and 
Now” and welcome star con- 
spiracy “witnesses.” who sign autographs like rock stars. Con- 
spiracy “research” occasionally forms a symbiotic alliance with 
tourism. Sponsors of a three-day John F. Kennedy Assassina- 
tion Symposium last week at Laurentian University in Sud- 
bury. Ontario, advertised that participants could also wrap in a 
visit to the Shakespeare festival and take their children to a 



local amusement park and an 
underground nickel mine. 

Assassination artifacts can be 
big moneymakers. Jack Ruby’s 
gun went for $200,000 at auc- 
tion last year; the new owner 
offers 5,000 “limited edition” 
bullets shot from it for $500 
each. Character assassination of 
the dead and group libel can be 
even more lucrative. Warner 
Bros.’ “JFK,” a heavily fiction- 
alized film tarring Earl Wanen, 
Lyndon Johnson, the CIA and 
the FBI, has grossed $196.5 mil- 
lion worldwide. 

Cattw* stock. Every presi- 
dential assassination and every 
war in U.S. history has spawned 
suggestions of secret plots and 
hidden agendas, but never be- 
fore have the conspiracy alarms 
sounded so loud so long. Jack 
Ruby’s shooting of Oswald on 
live television only 48 hours af- 
ter his arrest (box, below) 
stirred visceral suspicions that 
were only deepened by the 
troubled epoch that followed — 
the calamity of Vietnam, the 
social turmoil of the late ’60s, Watergate and the disillusion- 
ments of the 70s. JFK’s murder came to be remembered as a 
loss of national innocence, which served to magnify the ap- 
peal of conspiracy scenarios. A single individual might mur- 
der a man, but a whole era? Many people want a more 
formidable set of villains. “If you put 6 million dead Jews on 




THE WRATH OF 
SHEBA’S MASTER 



0 Who was Jack Ruby? 
Conspiracy buffs por- 
tray him as a hit man en- 
listed by the mob or 
some other murderous 
cabal to silence Lee Os- 
wald before he implicated oth- 
ers. It is a theory without a lick 
of actual evidence. The facts 
suggest that Ruby was no 
more than a luckless lout cry- 
ing to play the hero. A former 
street brawler out of Chicago 
who was barely making ends 
meet as a nightclub owner, 
Ruby was notorious for his vi- 
olent temper -and for his ea- 
gerness to please policemen, 
reporters and the Dallas es- 
tablishment. He spent half his 
time glad-handing and back- 



slapping, the other half throw- 
ing unruly customers or errant 
employees down the stairs at 
his Carousel Qub. Beset with 
financial troubles, he ap- 
peared on the verge of an 
emotional collapse after JFK’s 
death. He closed his two night- 
clubs out of respect, wept 
openly and wailed that he and 
other Jews would be blamed 



because a strongly anti-Ken- 
nedy ad in a Dallas newspaper 
the day of the killing was 
signed with a Jewish name. 

“Ym Ittfc S.0 M.” Two days 
later, Ruby happened to en- 
ter the basement of police 
headquarters just as Oswald 
was being taken out. Noticing 
“a smirk on his face” and 
thinking “why you little 

S.O.B.” (as he told 
his brother Earl), 
he pulled out the 
gun he often car- 
ried and fired be- 
fore anyone in the 
mob of reporters 
and policemen 
could stop him. 
Ruby felt sure peo- 
ple would see him 
as a hero. “You 
guys couldn't do 
it,” he told an assis- 



tant district attorney. “Some- 
one had to do it.” A lie detec- 
tor test supported his denials 
of premeditation. So did oth- 
er circumstances. On the eve- 
ning of November 22, Ruby 
had made no move for the 
.38 caliber revolver in his hip 
pocket when he came within 
a few feet of Oswald at police 
headquarters. Two days later, 
when he did shoot him, Ru- 
by’s beloved dog Sbeba was 
outside in his car. Ruby was a 
solicitous master, always dot- 
ing on his dogs, whom he 
called his “children.” Says 
former Dallas Assistant DA. 
Bill Alexander “Ruby would 
never have taken that dog 
with him if he had known be 
was going to end up in jail. 
He would have made sure 
that dog was at home and 
well taken care of.” 







Police booking pboto* of Jack Rnby 
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one side of a scaJe and on the other side put the Nazi regime 
. . . you have a rough balance: greatest crime, greatest crimi- 
nals,” historian William Manchester has written. “But if you 
put the murdered president of the United States on one side 
of a scale and that wretched waif Oswald on the other side, it 
doesn’t balance. You want to add something weightier to 
Oswald. It would invest the president’s death with meaning, 
endowing him with martyrdom. He would have died for 
something. A conspiracy would, of course, do the job nicely.” 
Some conspiracists are so deep in denial -the actual ev> 
dence notwithstanding- that 
they have diminished Oswald's 
role to that of a fall guy without 
a drop of blood on his trigger 
finger. In the film “JFK," Os- 
wald loiters harmlessly in the 
Texas School Book Depository 
lunchroom while Kennedy is 
killed by operatives of a vast 
military-industrial conspiracy 
bent on preventing him from 
pulling U.S. forces out of Viet- 
nam ( never mind that most his- 
torians agree that cold warrior 
Kennedy had revealed no such 
intent). Posner puts Oswald 
back at the center of the action 
by establishing who he really 
was and what he really did No- 
vember 22 (article. Page 74). 

THE LONE OUNMAN 

Who was Oswald? How 
strange that the question is still 
being asked a generation after 
he himself answered it so vivid- 
ly upon his arrest. His lips de- 
nied his crime but his face af- 
firmed it. The faint smirk he 
wore both betrayed his guilt 
and celebrated it. It bespoke a 
tormented loner with an atti- 
tude too monumental to be 
concealed even when self- 
preservation demanded it. 

That altitude had shown itself 
many times before — in a small 
child who hurled rocks at other 
children: in a 13-year -old who was asked whether he preferred 
the company of boys or girls and replied: “I dislike everybody”; 
in a 15-year -old who became a Marxist and refused to salute 
the flag in school, and who as an adult wrote of himself: “Lee 
Harvey Oswald was bom in Oct 1939 in New Orleans, La. the 
son of a Insuraen [sic] Salesman whose early death left a far 
mean streak of indepence [sic] brought on by negleck [sic].” 
A psychiatrist who examined Oswald in early adolescence 
found he had a “vivid fantasy life, turning around the topics 
of omnipotence and power,” and from the mass of evidence 
adduced by Posner, there seems little doubt that Oswald 
dwelt in a parallel universe all his own. In it, he was always a 
hero aborning, a man on the verge of being recognized for 
his high intelligence and unique talent — first by the Marines, 
in which he enlisted at age 17; then by the Soviet Union, to 
which he defected, and then by the Cubans, whom he sought 
to join in their revolutionary struggles. 



In the real world, each of these imagined utopias mocked 
his megalomaniac expectations. The Marines ridiculed him 
as “Ozzic Rabbit” for his reclusiveness and twice court-mar- 
tialed him for misbehavior. The Soviets packed him off to 
Minsk to labor as a lowly sheet-metal worker until he re- 
turned to America in disgust. The Cubans gave him the 
bum’s rush as a strange bird whose erratic migrations held 
no charm for them. In his private universe, Oswald was a 
dutiful husband; in the real world, he regularly beat his Rus- 
sian-bom wife, Marina, for such offenses as failing to draw 
his bath. She fought back by 
insulting his manhood. In Os- 
wald’s mind, he was a bom 
spy with a flair for operating 
sub rosa against the forces of 
fascism; in truth, he chose his 
aliases, false addresses and 
other superspook affectations 
by reading a book, “How to 
Be a Spy,” that graced his cof- 
fee table. U.S. leftists, like 
their foreign counterparts, 
viewed him as too weird to be 
trusted. 

The tension between Os- 
wald’s fantasies and his no-ac- 
count life sought release in vio- 
lence. By the spring of 1963, he 
had carefully cased the home 
of retired Maj. Gen. Edwin 
Walker, a prominent right- 
winger living in Dallas, and 
sent off by mail for a 6.5-mm 
Mannlicher-Carcano rifle (the 
same rifle that would kill John 
Kennedy). He posed with it in 
his back yard while Marina 
snapped a now famous photo- 
graph. The caption, apparently 
in Marina s hand, read: “Hunt- 
er of fascists. Ha, ha, ha." One 
evening, he took his rifle, crept 
close to Walker's house and 
fired at him in his den. The 
bullet was deflected by the 
window frame, saving Walk- 
er’s life but deepening Os- 
wald's despair. 

By November, the 24-year-old Oswald had reached a new 
nadir. He had lost three low-paying jobs in a row and at the 
end of September had been refused a visa by Cuba after 
spending much of his meager savings to visit the Cuban Em- 
bassy in Mexico City to offer himself to “Uncle Fidel." Back 
in Dallas, he was desperate to reinflatc his ego. What better 
than to play a delicious secret joke on all those who had 
spumed him— one that would demonstrate that he was a 
man wily enough to change the very course of history? On 
November 19, the Dallas newspapers reported the route 
John Kennedy would follow during a visit to the city three 
days later. The presidential motorcade was to pass by the 
Texas School Book Depository, where Lee Harvey Oswald 
had recently found a job and could enter, no questions 
asked. Destiny bayed in his ears like the hound of hell. ■ 



By Gerald Parshall 
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CAS£ CLOSED 

Lm Harney Oswald and the Kseaeetnatum 
of JFK. 

By Gerald Posner Random House. 607 pp 
Illustrated US. 



By Robert Daikk 

lroo*t 30 years after John 
F. Kennedy's death, 
much of the country re- 
main* convinced that a 
conspiracy took the 
president’s life. Oliver 
Stone s ‘'JFK." a 1991 
film alleging a conspiracy 
of high government offi- 
cials and wtuch Stone de- 
scribed as real history or “truth told to the people," 
sparked congressional legislation mandating the re- 
lease of nearly a million pages of classified docu- 
ments. Stone predicted that this material would re- 
veal the full story. But the opening of 800.000 pages 
by the Naoonal Archives on Aug. 23 has added lit- 



Who killed 
Kennedy? A new 
study answers: 
Oswald, and only 
Oswald 

tie, if anything, to what we knew already. 

Experts on the Kennedy assassination who have 
reviewed the record tec nothing startling or even 
new is the juat-releaaed papers. “This is not a cur- 
rent event," one of them said. This is s historical 
footnote." Will these materials change anyone's 
mind about what happened in Dallas in November 
1963? Not likely, another assassination Investigator 
asserts. "People who think the assassination result- 
ed from a conspiracy will find confirmation of their 
theory, and those who don’t think so will also find 
support for their beliefs." The existence of an addi- 
tional 160.000 pages of unreieased CIA documents 



assures that the assassination controversy anil not 
disappear. In calling for the release of these addi- 
tional materials. David W. Beiin. a counsel to the 
Warren Comimanon, said that Hollywood's misrep- 
resentation of the truth could not be refuted with- 
out full disclosure of all the government s records. 
He thinks the release of the remaining official pa- 
pers can end once and for all the debate about who 
killed JFK. 

Like Beiin. 0 «r«ia r^aiucr. • lawyer who has 
written books on Nazi war enminals (notably "Men- 
gele: The Complete Story'*) and a book about the 
Chinese Mafia in America, thinks the pnnapaJ 
question about the Kennedy assassination can be 
answered convincingly. “Case Closed: Lee Hanev 
Oswald and the Assassination of JFK." is Posner's 
attempt to do just that. 

The book is s superb refutation of all the con- 
JFK Page AJ5 

Robert DolUk is professor of history at L'CLA a no 
the author, most recently, of " Lone Star Rising 
Lyndon Johnson and His Times. 190S-196Q “ 
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Who killed 
Kennedy? 

Still, and 
only, Oswald 

■ JFK “ 

Continued from Page AI2 

spiracv theories that have sprung up in the 
last 30 years. His book focuses on the lives 
of Oswald and Jack Ruby, the violent and 
sleazy nightclub owner who shot Oswald to 
death before the television cameras in Dal- 
las two days after Kennedy was killed. By 
recounting the lives of these two principal 
figures in the assassination, Posner is able 
to address all the outstanding questions 
about why and how JFK died Relying on 
computers, current scientific techniques 
and good old-fashioned common sense to 
evaluate all the evidence in the case. 
Posner has given us the most convincing 
study to date on what happened. 

Posner demonstrates that the CIA, the 
FBI. the Mafia. Cuba, the Soviet Union 
and Lyndon Johnson had nothing to do 
with killing Kennedy. The sole assassin, as 
the Warren Commission told us in 1964. 
was Lee Hanev Oswald. A miserable, des- 
perately troubled character who failed at 
everything, including an attempt to estab- 
lish a new life in the Soviet Union. Oswald 
was a oorderline psychotic whose killing of 
the president was the act of a man desper- 
ate for attention of any kind. Though Os- 
wald himself might have rationalized his 
acuon as a political assault on capitalist 
Americas leader by a dedicated Marxist, 
in fact, his political views make little sense 
to the many people Posner and others in- 
temewed over the years about them. 

Posner show's us that Oswald had the 
opportunity and capacity to shoot Kennedy 
without the involvement of anyone else or 
any organized group. Oswald fired three 
?hots. Two found their mark and one bul- 
let as Posner demonstrates with impres- 
sive scientific dau. mortally wounded the 
president and seriously injured Texas Gov. 
John Connally. There was no other gun- 
man. The so-called echoes of other gun- 
shots described by a House select commit- 
tee in 1979. which led some to the conclu- 
sion that Oswald had a collaborator firing 
from the grassy knoll in Dealey Plaza, 
were the result of faulty acoustical evi- 
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Marina and Lm Haney Oswald laavt Minsk, In fed Soviet Union, In Juno 1S€2, attar he 
' kad obtahmd panntaaloa to return to the United Stati. 



dence. There was no involvement by indi- 
vidual members of organized crime, as the 
committee suggested rmghUie the case. 

It is impossible to do hill justice to 
Posner’s argument in a bnef review. It can 
only be stated that the evidence he mar- 
shals in behalf of his case against a con- 
spiracy of any kind and for the conclusion 
that a single gunman, Oswald, killed the 
president, is most compelling. Posner's 
book is not the sort of easy read one asso- 
ciates with an afternoon at the beach. The 
complexity of the case for Oswald’s role 
and against the abundant conspiracy the- 
ories requires close attention to the huge 
body of detail amassed over the years. It is 
a tribute to Poaners aldlTiP-.a narrator 
that he is able to keep the story moving as 
well as he does. Still, this is a serious work 
of historical reconstruction that demands 
more effort than casual readers may care 
to spend on yet another Kennedy assassi- 
nation book. 

Will Posners book finally close the 
case on Kennedy's murder, as the title of 
his book promises? Don’t bet on it. What- 
ever the considerable merits of Posner's 
research and analysis, it seems unlikely 
that he will persuade conspiracy buffs to 
accept his rational conclusions. As Posner 
himself writes. “By concluding that JFK 
was killed as the result of an elaborate 
plot, there is the belief he died for a pur- 
pose. that a powerful group eliminated him 
for some critical issue.” There is also the 
fact that “the JFK murder has. regretta- 
bly. become an entertainment business. 



complete with board games and shopping 
mall ‘assassination research centers’ 
stuffed with souvenir T-shirts and bumper 
stickers.” 

But there is more at work here than 
just a crude need to entertain ourselves 
with speculations and fantasies about a 
president’s murder, or the need to give 
some larger meamng to Kenneay s deatn 
than can be found in the conclusion that he 
was the victim of a demented individual 
Beyond these impulses, wnicn surely help 
sustain doubts about the lone gunman the 
sis. is the national climate of suspicion fos- 
tered by secret government and official 
corruption: President Johnson s credibility 
gap. FBI and CIA deceptions. President 
Nixon's Watergate crisis. President Rea- 
gan’s Iran-Contra affair, and the scandals 
associated with Kore agate, former House 
Speaker Jim Wright, the Bank of Credit 
and Commerce International and the 
House banking and post offices 

As long as mistrust and dinumsnea 
faith in government and its highest offi- 
cials remain central features of .American 
political life, we will continue to have 
doubts about the causes of Kenneu*. 
death. When confidence in the nation s po- 
litical institutions revives. Posners book 
will stand as the most convincing explana- 
tion of the assassination. Until then, he ana 
others receptive to his argument will have 
to content themselves with the tact tnat he 
has restored a measure of rational under- 
standing to a 20th-century American trag- 
edy. 
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The case against conspiracy 

Gerald Posner, acting alone, has wounded the JFK cover-up industry 



fty Pail Galloway 

Tkmthz St att Warm 

T he rendezvous wai ar- 
ranged for a weeknlght 
last fall at a Turkish res- 
taurant near CIA bead- 
quartan In Langley. Va. 
The proprietor would be expect- 
ing him. 

When author Gerald Posner 
•aid ht was there to meet George 
and his wife, as he had been In- 
structed to do. the proprietor led 
Posner end his wife. Trisha, to a 
print* table in the beck room. 

George was the code name for 
Yuri Noaenko. a KGB officer 
who defected to the U.S. In 1*4 
and now lives under another 
name In an undisclosed part of 
the country. Poaner was re- 

Sn Poena. Paos 7 




Gerald Poaner. debunfcar of conspiracy theorists, at Smyth 
School on West 1 3th Street, which Jack Ruby attended. 




Posner 



r COWTWUB) P*CM pACf I 

marching a book about the aius 
s mat ion of John F. Kennedy. and 
Nosenko bad agreed to speak for 
th* first time exclusively about 
tbc Soviet intelligence agency * 
surveillance of Lee Harvey 
'Oswald during his stay In tbc So- 
viet Union from late 19S9 until 
• June 1963. Noaenko had suggested 
•that he and Posner bring their 
"^ives. Posner said, because the 
sight of two couples dining togeth- 
*«r would serve as cover for their 
« Interview. 

I "Yuri supervised the Oswald Ole 
< In Moeoow and waa fomtiiT with 
• the KGB flies on Oswald's time In 
• Minsk, which I had seen." Poena- 
• said. *1 knew he could be ex- 
Jtrraeiy helpful in reconstructing 
•that period of Oswald's lift." 

« A chapter In Posner's new book. 
•"Case Closed: Lae Harvey Oswald 
• and the Assassination of JFK" la 
? devoted to Noeenko and his u 
; sesaroents of Oswald. 

• As the title suggesti. Posner 
' Cods Oswald to be Kennedy's a> 
i sasjin. acting alone. Just as the 
'Warren Commission said. Fur- 
ther. he was not a CIA agent, not 
a KGB agent, not an Innocent 
pauy but a sociopath and loser 
who had grandiose notions of 
< making a mark In history. 

* Posner is as surprised at the 
‘ book's conclusion as the conspire- 
• cy bulls are riled. 

• Tto getting some very personal 
a vindictive calls from the conspire 
* cy people, if tt'a any consolation. I 
; never set out to do a book that 
. would say here is the final an- 
> swer. here Is who did if Posner 
said during a visit to Chicago 
» Posners intention waa to write 



v a primer of sorts about the assas- 



• s inat! on after examining the wel- 
V ter of conspiracy theories to see 
: what was credible and what 
; wasn't 

Potdnf m the garbage 

: “When you read aU the conspir- 

• acy books. It s apparent they cant 
1* all be right because they flatly 

contradict each other." he said. "I 
knew there waa garbage on the 
record. ! didn't know how much." 

After he debunked as many 
ineccuraclee and tai** leads as he 
could, he assumed there would be 
some issues that would require 
further investigation, perhape 
questions about acoustics or bal- 
listics or possible Mafia involve, 
ment 

' Yet toward the end of his re- 
search. Posner notified Bob 
Loomis, bla editor at Random 
Houae. that he tied taken an unex- 
pected rum. 

"I waa convinced the Warren 
Commission had gotten it nghL 
The evidence was overwhelming." 
he said. 

Posner also waa aware, of 
course, that a large majority of 
the populace thinks the Warren 
Commission had gotten it wrong, 
maybe on purpose. 

He got a feel Tor such skepticism 
when Loomis, vice president and 
executive editor of Random 
Houae. took his own poll el Um 
next meeting of the publishing 
house i top editors, who pcrlodic- 
aliy pther to report on works to 
pwg m 

"Bob told then about what Td 
. found and asked how many be- 
lieved the Warren Commtaalon 
was right." Posner said. -Remem- 



ber. theae ere some of the 
brightest, best -Informed, bestwdu- 
cated people in New York City, 
and no one raised a hand except 
Bob Loom!*." 

Posner was not dlamtyed. 
"When people cite polls showing 
70 or ■> or even so percent of the 
public as believing the assassins 
Oao was the result of a oonepira 
cy. I aay r» surprised itt not 100 
percent when you consider that 
people have essentially beard only 
one aide fbr three deeadea" 

JFK M ‘abomination' 

A lfTB congressional Investiga- 
tion estimated that 3 nr y> books, in- 
cluding thoee that are self-pub- 
lished. had been written on the 
subject All but e handful present 
a variety of aometlmae-alaborate 
•omarloa about plotters, motives, 
killers and cover-ups. and as • 
rule, the conspiracy books 
bestseller lists, while the others 
6an\ 

“Than there are the TV docu- 
mentaries. which are invariably 
pro-conspiracy." Posner said. "A 
recent ana was a five- hour British 
film for Aria 4 Entertainment 
eatal The Men Who Killed Ken- 
nedy* • 

And meet influential of alL be 
said, is Oliver Stone a CO million 
movie. "JFK." released in late 
ML 

"Half of our country's present 
population wgjen t bora (as ofl 
November 1961 Stone s movie la a 
historical abomination than wn— t 
with demonstrable fkk^ood i. but 
to young people, tt'a • documenta- 
ry. 



"Even If they reed arOdee erm 
cuini It they say. Well. Stone 
may have exaggerated, but there's 
got to be something there. Believe 
It or not. there's not" 

What's especially piHwg Pcaner 
said, is that Stone baaed his movie 
on the Investigation of former 
New Orleans District A tty. Jim 
Garrison. inHmUwg his prosecu- 
tion of businessman day Shaw as 
an a l leg e d conspirator. 

"Gameon a prosecution of Clay 
Shaw waa disgraceful criminal 
and has been thoroughly discred- 
ited. There was co er ci on at wit- 
neaees and changing of testimo- 
ny." Pocner said. The Jury took 
only 45 minutes to find Shaw not 
guilty, and one of the Jurors said 
U would have bean 30 minutes but 
that several Jurors had to go to 
the bathroom.'' 

Stone has said "JFK" was a 
"counter-myth" to the "myth" of 
the Warren Commission.' ~ 

The no-tongwr magic biAat 
Among the doctrlnae of ooneptr- 
•cy literature bolstered by "JFK" 
Poancr noted. U that Uw socaliad 
magic bullet found on Texas .Gov. 
John Connolly » stretcher at Park- 
land Hospital era s almost pristine, 
couldn't have struck Kennedy end 
Connelly, as the Wanwn Commis- 
sion said It did. without ilgzag- 
ging in midair, and waa probably 
planted. 

TT ballistics lefts didn't prove 
conclusively tht bullet struck Ken- 
nady and Connally. which they do. 
use your common aenaa." Poaner 
mid. "At the Urns the builetJwas 
found, the conspirators wouldn't 
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So Posner attended law school 
at the University of California at 
Berkeley, where he was an honor 
student then Joined a prestigious 
Wall Street law firm, leaving two 
yean later to fbra his own Ann. 

In 1961 he represented Jewish 
victims of Dr. Joaef Mengeia. the 
notorious Nazi war criminal who 
escaped from Germany after 
World War □ and died In hiding 
In South America 
**U waa a pro booo case, and I 
sued the Mengek family and the 
German government." Posner 
said. "Nothing came of the suit, 
but I accumulated 25.000 docu- 
ments about Mcngele. so I thought 
Td writ* a book." 

"Mengelc The Complete Story," 
which he co-wrote with John 
Ware, was published in 1986. 
prompting Posner to leave the law 
and write full time 
"Chet Qoeed" la bis Ofilrbook. 
"A weakness of mine Is that ! tend 
to underestimate the dtmi-uify of 
each project I undertake This was 
true with this book, but as I kept 
folng 1 kept finding answers to 
things I didn't think 1 could get 
answers to." 

The real oovwf -upe . 

Posner agrees with critic* of the 
Warren Commiaalon who aay Its 
Investigation flawed. 

“There was a cover-up by the 
FBI and the CIA. but they weren’t 
attempting to conceal their In- 
volvement In the murder of the 
president but rather their own In- 
efficiency and bungling." Poener 
said *T go Into detail in exposing 
theae cover upa. but they cant be 
Interpreted as evidence of conspir- 
acy" 



fcaow if the bullets fired at Con 
Daily and Kennedy were still 
lodged in their bodies or had been 



"IX they wanted to shield the 
conspiracy, there can only be 
three shots. Mont than that and 
the single assassin doesn't have 
time to ahooL 1 So why risk expo- 
sing the conspiracy by planting a 
fourth bullet that wooldnt match 
ballistically with retnnanu of the 
other rounds?" 

And what about Jack Ruby, the 
Chicago native who moved to Dai- 
las to run strip chibs? Did be just 
happen by the Dallas Jail on Nov. 
24 and shoot Oswald on the spur 
of the moment? 

"Ruby's murder of Oswald doe* 
more to undermine iku «*■— in 
terms of getting the truth out than 
anything else." Posner aald Tim. 
It prevents the trial of Oswald, 
where the evidence would have 
convicted him It also gives us a 
second assassin, with ties to orga- 
nized crime. It's hard for people to 
believe this was a coincidence, so 
you're off and running with a coo- 
•piracy " r . 

Posner's account of Ruby's life 
and his action* during the assas- 
sination week demolishes any 
notion be was a conspirator. 

According to the trade journal 
Publishers Weekly, six books by 
major oubllahcn will aooaar thi* 
foil to coincide with the 90th anni- 
versary of the assassination, with 
"Case Closed" standing alone in 
Its anti-conspiracy stance. 

promising sales and positive re- 
views. "Many readers are put off 



a t. i ten 

by conspiracy books that select 
only material that's favorable to 
their position, whether n checks 
out or not. I think these people 
are buying the book." 



after Us release. It 
la eighth on The New York Timas 
national beet-eeller list and srv- 
enth on the Tribune s list of Chi- 
cago's beet miter*. 

U.S. News 4 World Report, 
which ran excerpts from "Case 
Qoeed." writer. “Posner achieves 
the unprecedented. He sweeps 
away decades of polemical smoke. 



layer by layer, end 
shakahte case against JFK's killar 
... Las Harvey Oswald." It quotas 
Stephen Ambrose. biographer of 
Dwight Elsenhower and Richard 
Nixon: "The chapter on the 
I magic] bullet is a tour dc fora, 
absolutely brilliant, absolutely 



New York Times book critic . 
Christopher Lehmann-Haupt I 
writes that "Posner effectively re- 1 
ftitas hundreds of claims that have 
added up to conspiracy theories." 

In a Tribune review, authot 
Jeffrey Toobln writes that "Cask 
Qoeed" Is "utterly convincing te 
its thesis, which seems, in light ft 
all that has transpired over the 
past JO years, almost revolution- 
ary" 

Posner. 99. didn't set out to be a 
writer , instead complying with the 
wishes of his tether, a union offi- 
cial in San Francisco. "My tether 
dsalt with ■ lot of lawyer*. Hs 
said. ‘Son. thee* fellows charge 
teas you cant believe' " 



The Warren Commission s work 
also was tarnished by a dubious 
finding of the 1971 investigation 
by the Home Select Committee on 
Assassinations. Posner said. 

“The committee's acoustics ex- 
perts tested s Dlcu bell recording 
of radio traffic on Dallas police 
channels and said they were 99 
percent certain there had been a 
fourth shot, therefore a second 
shooter and a conspiracy." 

A retest by the National Acade- 
my of Sciences discredited the 
committee s experts, concluding 
that the recording waa made a 
minute after the shooting Posner 
said. 

Half of "Case Closed" Is a 
meticulous examination of 
Oswald's entire life, culminating 
la an almost day-by-day chronicle 
of his movement* in the last rwo 
months before the assassination. 
"Many conspiracy bookj almost 
Ignore Oswald. But he's the key. 
and lt*s amazing bow much Is 
known about him." Posner said. 
“It's certainly enough to disprove 
all the theories that he was a spy 
or a patsy 

"My technique was to go to ong ■ 

lal sources. Too many books 
quote secondary sources, some of 
which are passing on misinforma- 
tion. which means the garbage a 
disseminated again and a^in. be- 
coming fact 

"Here's an example. 'JFK* opens 
with Rose Charami*. s prostitute, 
warning her doctors that the Ken- 
nedy assassination is going to 
taJie place In Dallas and naming 
Ruby as involved. I found her doc 
tor. who said she waa psychotic 
and didn't mention the ssaaaa ma- 
lion until the day after ll hap- 
pened or Ruby until the day after 
be kilted Oswald." 

Posner paused. "I can go on." 
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world tour visits Moscow 
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Case Closed? 




Some people 

think 

Gerald Posner’s 
bold new book 
on t be Kennedy 
assassination 
proves Oswald 
did it alone. 

But will it 
change the 
American mind? 
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BY JACK SERICA 



G EfLvLD POSNEH ux>« me oow. 

»«u boitecuor rifle ofT in* wall 
in hi# Manhattan »rud* 

Ap«n from a Bayonet noldr* 
and a lilUf cjrtri ien*\n to me cm.* 
ral mu «u a replica of the onr 
nai 1 1 2 ?b run mat tens min* u> • 
fraah v?r»*on of a 30-vear-old the* 
orv mat Poaner ta plvin» in a new boot launched rwt> 
bullau that killed P-aa.deni J 0 hr F Kenned* 

That Poaner would have felt the need u> purcnaae hie 
own Manniicher-Carcanc rifle u emoiemai.c of the 
ploddin* painmalunf research that alreedv naa *or 
hint accolade* — and that he nope* <*ill bepn in eon 
'nhct Americana that Law Harvr* Otwald mine 
aienc ta n M in tied Kenned' 

No matter hnw much *ou near me eiperta aa v tot 
can operate uve bolt in a I ran tor. nl a «<*c o nd mu war' 
io are for rouraelf Poaner a*<d a* ne nrlo the f.rwm 
">ou want bo are aa Manna -Otwaid * wife taid n* 
aat on a porch in New Or lean* and uperaied it lo* 
hour* — doea it mate a difference in nnm quichlv tne 
n/le ean be firm! reloaded and fired aaair 

Poaner doted down at the mrul bolt handle I will 
1*11 you when 1 firm *01 u I tended to be rentleenih 

he aaid. mcaiiinr hi* initial uneureneat rith th* 
World War || weapon 'No» I ju«i aiam n If I had 
peraonaJIv found that the maehanum ■» much tournr* 
nata I would hav* queauon«d the erperu in a 



Aa the 30lh annrveraerv of JFK • ar* 

p roach at Poaner t book 'Care Cloeed joint a crop of 
pnpana. mdudm* television apeoeit and neari* a dor 
en new boot! that will tax* pan in wriei hat become 
ah American ritual reeuninmj me menu mat tw- 
fttn when thou ranf out in DaJlai Daajr* Plata at 
12.30 | t on Noe 22. IM3 
But the 39-vaar-old Poaner • boot it •nmrthm* dif 
fremt 

In an en when, depend in* on me poll a a man* at u 
ut 10 Americana aavuvev believe that Kenned* -am hr 
vtaim of a conspire r* Poaner empmvt maticuiout m 
March to roach what oounu a* a novel oonciutien 
Thau for aJI na flaw*, me Wamrn Commiaaion wu 
nghl Orwaid killed JFK wunout help Imm anvon* 
Paatcr hat imp rate ad admirer* ana e*en tome cm 
*■ »»th ho diUfent rotii.rth end mtoeured tnalvea 
He ro-indesed the enure 26 - volume Warren Commit 
tion ropon. more Utah ajnilUon woedt of tmimoni 
•xhtbiu and appendicot That protect ruirruntied in a 
chtUtnf portrait of OvwaJd at a I Jr ion* loner who 
aouid have puUed ofT the Kenned* fciJlin* alone 

Ponner aiao employed computer technoloc* not 
available to the aontmuaion m 1964 Heaevitheaom 
puur otodeUn* and ammauon help thow mat the 
much -bended mafic bullet — Cwwald t teflon d ahot 
— oouJd i ndeed have hit both Kenned* and T nu Go* 
John ConaaUy The wmpui*r enhancement, aleo help 




prrwr tnat 0*waid had ample time to get off hia thro* 
snou Pnaner u>i 

The boo* airaad* nao gotten mop* toittuofl than 
ar» roeem JFK proper ***t Oli*r 5u>n# » movie 
JFK whten fugreated that • plot to kiU Kennedy 
emanated from high levels of the United Stout Gm 
ernmrr- 

| U aporai lie* both in iu tnorough apparent l< 
even nardec reaaarcn and the tact that following the 
publication in recent v«an of a near -constant siraem 
oi eonapirao boohs "Case Cloosd ma* be the fif*> 
tjv a respected author to irfut perauaairol* for Uie 
Orwxldsion* theor. a aoenono moat Americana dtv 
mtseed rears ago . „ 

tt* n*vr tormten thr atom Posner ao»d 
n*tr fnrrntten tnr detail* uf it hecouu vr loot O* 

• mid in ail m«u thirty yee/a ail tne taia waa about 
cnmpiraciei 

TypicaJ of the favorable inaatment thua for • 
cover atom and 24 -page apeciai report on the book in 
V S Nm* « and World Report The magaxmes cover 
declared the book "brilliant - and concluded ^Utat of 
ail the new booki on the aaaaaamauon Caae Cloned 
had the a melt of truth " The other* L 5 Newi aaid 
mrrvlv had a smell 

Hr eweepa a*av decade* of polemical imo»t »•*»' 
hv lavcr and nuilds an unshakable caae against JFK • 
silirr f S New* said of Hoanr* 

It a jun a model of hiaioricai acholarahip said 
Supnen Ambrose the Bovd Professor of Hiatorv at 
the L ni*er»it* of New OHaens. and noud Modem of 
auiMi nation literature who aava the book hai 
cnanced hia mind He aaid that until thia book, he had 
entertained the possibility of a conspirmn bnaui* of 
doubu about the tingle- bullet theom He aava Poaner 
has convinced him that a uncle bullet hit both Ken- 
nedv and CoonaJIv and that Oswald acted alone 
Bui will Caae Cloaed" change the American mind 
Cntica — and there are many — *•* that Poaner a 
former Manhattan attorney tfnored important evi- 
dence m an effort to build a proseeutonaJ indictment 
of the mam of eonapirao theona* 

Probably the mo* widely respected bsbewsr in the 
poaaibilitv of a JFX oonepiraey — former Hoorn Se- 
lect Committee on Aaaaaainationa counael C Robert 
Blakm - taid Poaner • book, rather than having a 
real impact would end up a mere "footnote ui a 
bibliography of aaaaaamauon literature 

"What i troublmome for one in Poaner i book t* 
that he • » lewver writing the brief for one tide and 
there • no raaaon for a peraon who ■ seen or heard all 

the evident* to cradit hi* book a a opposed td- _ 

eiae * *a»d Blakey a Unjverury of Notre Dame »• 

profeaaor 

I think Lea Harvey Oswald fired two shots from 
behind that killed the president of the United State* 
brvnnd e raaaonable doubt - Blakw aaid 'But l 
think there ■■ eubetanual evidence u> believe both the 
ear and the eve- wnneaae* that there waa another 
ahot m the ptaxa 
I think a root 
Biakr* added "I f 
Om^ * * - 

"Caae Cloaed MeenuaIN to « dtmgtit/orward nar 
ration of how Lea Harvav Oaweld. acting alone cam* 
to lull Kenned* The conchisron though amvad at 
more artfully ia Droooel* that of the Warron Cam- 
miaaion which endured both contemporary and bib- 
sequent Ocmion for not easing a •oeptrecy 
But thero era route new twists 
Poaner praduoad one the aJd faahmn^ war By ou- 
sting hie own indoa of the barren Commission ro- 
port, he found what he eoya te in/oraieuoo about CV 
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"1 thought that untoae I 

of Oswald, eou Kill don t — - - 

Jack Kenneth." Poaner aaid "Tome that ■ ■ fund, 
mental flaw to the Warren Com mi ssi o n and in every 



BY FRED BRUNTNG 

or are warn* 

HE ASSASSINATION of John F 
Kennedy and attendant whodunit 
theorist have done much to define 
the last quarter of thia American 
centum — the killing of • beloved 
president bauuM hi* lea* repr* 
•anted to roilllons the audden 
snatching away of hope, and the eon 
■piracy vriwmu because thev rrvaalad a powerful 
skepticism straining at the national poyche 

B* the ume the Warren Commission declared in 
1964 that Lee Haros* Ovwaid acted alone in slaying 
Kenned* the previous roar, poll* • Mowed that a third 
of Americana be Owed instead that Oswald was only a 
player ui someone • diabolical game The number hit 
60 percent in 1966 and continued climbing When 
pollster* questioned American* following the contro- 
versial 1991 ®o*h. "JFK. -- 77 percent said they had 

no doubt Kennedy was the victim of • oonsptroev 

It was as though Ken nedv * death had uteptml • 
new religion — an orthodoxy of disbelief "The theor 
•os raaJly ran around ths country like wildfire re- 
called Ramsey Clark, who armed as US attorney 
general from 1967-69 It was hard te go to s college 
ampul and not find • dot an or os eoung people who 
would com* up rosy agitated- proosnung all kinds of 
theories ~ Seeing that Clark wasn't buying, midenia 

i nwxsduloui “They would walk away shaking 

Ihor heads " ho said. ^ 

In Km book. "Cass Oasad." Gerald Posner am 
Americans embroosd alternative explanations to the 
Kenned* killing because ths went amply mtwmdsao 
poutful for the work s t s misguided cooopsth like 
Lee Oswald Accepting the president s dsath was diffi- 
cult enough Accepting ths banality of hia aeaasam 



William Manchester, now professor of history 
linen tus st Wesleyan Um**ro.i> invemigarod the 
Kennedy killing in preparation for hu 1967 brok. 
"The Death of ■ President " and agroed that an 1 sa- 
thetic principle is behind the American yearning for 

Srrv^rMen ' War II on one wde of the scale and. on the other mds of 

-tala.- U-I u» 1 .- N M . - 

aver to aeus control of s mats — there w s balanos the 
greatest crime, the greatest criminals . * Msnchaeter 
«ud m s telephone interview "But tf you put ths 
aaaaasmalion of Kenned* on on# wde and thet wrauh 
sd waif Oswald on the other, it doean t balanm ** 
Through the years, many Amerwane hero been en- 
* by conspiracy buff* — ■ hug* number of tb*» 
from Mark Lane to Oliver Stone dirocser of 
-JF K ” Stone * rrveung — but heavily otuoiod — 
film argued that Kmnedy was targeted by an aetraor 
dinary snormbl* of evildoer* lurking within gwrorr 



otnrr ooos uun wo « 

For throe rears. Poaner • apartment on Earn &4th 
Street already filled wuh mementos of prrnous 
books on subjects ranging from Nasi doctor Jo«( 
Mengele to the Chines* mobster* became s reposi- 
tory of cardboard file boats Marking off the thou- 
laof * 



The indexing enabUd Poaner to build the cans that 
Oswald was no petty." but instead troubled and tn- 
croasingiv violent as he grow up Indeed Posner dm 
—n- t about half the book to what amounts to s ***• 
pelting new btogrsphy of th* alleged asaassin Thr 
footnotes show mat much of the telling detail in O* 
waid t life star* comas straight out of «o tmiaaion ro- 
cords which have been available la anyone for 30 

Typical of the biographical secnon is a long-buned "JFK 



Pteas aas JFK on Pag* 90 



camend nt mu Upos* rtgM «h* rs-cm*«« 



Thing 



mom and berond As though attempting u. keep tnr 
dobau churning for another generation Sion* 0eo> 
mtad “JFK" to young people in -how the 

search for truth marches on - 

Bocausc ths Warrsn Commission remains th* 
smarptaos of the sstshluhmrri • ore man one-gun 
irgumenL Stone likely has no reason u> fear the 
march -- for truth will turn back 
"What made us I American* I so ready to belie-r 
conaotroc* theories ro that the Warron Commission 
report was woefully woefully inadequate ssro Jons 
than Vanlun. author of the 1991 book Conspirociei 
Cover-ups and Crime* PolmcaJ Manipulation and 
Mind Control in America " 

Van km aav* the Warron Commission srttlfd for th* 
■sfsst. most politically convenient ansivtu When 
vou see that, vou have to se* something funn* a g»- 
mg on said th* author who belw*es it Itkehr mat 
Oswald was mere!* one agent in a wider plot 

Though he rejects ronaptrse* theories Edwin 
Cuthman. proas ssrretar* for Robert Kenned* when 
the president » brother was U S suomey general 
■svs most Americans have shown nothing more than 
reasonable aheptiaam and mnosity about th* a* 
MMinauon "Thero haan t been a hue and cn said 
Cuthman now a journalism professor *n California 
Other* note that Americans are less inclined to *m 
brace conspiracy saplanstioni than Europeans 
whoa* hiMory a replete with political mtngur - 

aome of it damn And vet man* Americans seem 

eager for the outlandish - for a aghung of Elms at 
the Super Bowl, or wpH of satraterraeuau .nrodmg 
the Whiu Houae w indeed for an explanation of 
Jack Kennedy s dMth that doeen t begm ,nd 
with Lae Haroev Oswald 

"People would rather go for the eompl.es ted rather 
than the ample answer aaid Terence Sandbek s 
California psychotherapist who has studied beli#l **v 
ttais He a ted poll* indicating that larg* number* of 
U S o tissue believe m aetrolog* *^d th# sbilil* u» 
communicate with the dead - evidence that Amer. 
cans in general are prottv gullible Sandbes said 
If Americans roach for not* answers the hso.t did 
am begin with the Kenned* .row-. nation Historian* 
note that conspiracy theories • bounded after the 
murder of Abraham Ltnooln in 1943 b* John Wilke* 
Booth. Convinced there was a plot, auilmnu#* arrest 
ad m s oD-conaptroior th# phvwctan who art the Oro 
mg killer • broken leg Dr Srnnuel Mudd * as sen 
tenced to pnaon for lift his prsd.camrm 
prompted the phroee - Vourname - M«dd 

With tua IWiMiy roaaarched boos MV1 hf 

hopro to iMd the nation back toward rauonaJdi scours 

regarding the Kennedy killing Bui conaptrac* theor. e» 
hsro fiounahad for 30 roero and appur to have a wide 
oonautuenc* Will "Com Ckaed Midspecuia^non 
the Kannadv aaMsmnauon at last - ’ That aiftied 
Pom. asayba too much to hope for ■ 



II •• M MM nsn **OkM»ii **dSM»< 
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BOOK SHOOTS HOLES 
IN CONSPIRACY THEORIES 



If you love 
linguistics, this 
says a ' Mouthful' 



CASE CLOSED 

l£f Ha*vtt Oswaip ano tv* Assassination or JFK 
Gtraid Pomr (Random House. 

512 pages. $25) 

REVIEWED SY JAMES C. ALVORD 

C ut closed’ Not likely. 

It isn t that Wall Street lawyer-cumed- 
author Gerald Posner hasn t presented 
a meoculously documented. nearly airtight 
case against Lee Harvey Oswald. But a week 
before last, the National Archives released 
more than 1.000 boxes of previously classified 
materials relating to the 1963 assassination of 
President John F Kennedy. Included were 
more than 90.000 pages ot documents from 
the CIA and no fewer than 30 separate files 
the agency kept on the ex-Manne betore he 
was alleged to have killed the president. 
Rather than being closed, as Posner suggests, 
the case may be just entering a whole new 
discovery phase. 

Posner must have known he was swimming 
upstream when he began to write this impres- 
sive indictment of Oswald More than 2.000 
books have already been published on the 
subject, only a handful take the position that 
the Warren Commission got it nghL Further, 
national surveys have consistently found that 
almost dO percent ol Americans believe a con- 
spiracy was behind the murder oi President 
Kennedy 

Undaunted by all oi this. Posner presents a 
calm chronology ol Oswald s life starting with 
his formative years in New Orleans and end- 
ing that strange Sunday morning in the base- 
ment oi the Dallas Police headquarters when 
Jack Ruby stepped up and became an assas- 
sin in his own right 

Along the way. Posner uses previous work 
done by the Warren Commission and the 
House Select Committee on Assassinations 
as well as his own onginal research and analy- 
sis. He parades out the familiar cast of Deaky 
Plaza witnesses and underground figures, de- 
mystifying them with brutal facts and seem- 
ingly irrefutable logic. 

For example. Jean Hill, the myttenous 'La- 
dy in Red" who was portrayed heroically in 
Oliver Stone s recent ‘JFK* movie epic, is ex- 
posed as having either a vivid imagination or 
a very bad memory. HiH author of her own 
mistimrion account. “The Last Dissenting 
Witness." was standing on the south side of 
Elm Street directly to Kenned/ s left as the 
motorcade rolled through Dealey PUza. She 
was arguably the closest person to JFK. ex- 
cluding passengers in the limousine, when 
the final shot was fired. 

Given her position. Hill also had a straight- 
on view of the famed grassy knoll as welL (Re- 
searchers have long theorized that one or 
more shooters were stationed behind a tail 
picket fence on the top of i gently sloping 
knoU facing the motorcade) Hill subsequent- 
ly told a terrifying uie of immediately running 
across the street and up the grassy knoll in 
hot pursuit of a man she thought may have 
snot the president 

Posner s examination oi other photos taken 
during and some minutes after the assassina- 
tion show Hill never left her original position 
U she ran up the grassy knoU. it had to be a 
long ome after ail gunmen, real or imagined, 
left. 




Gemld Posner argues dust Lee Harvey 
Oswald, later pinned down by Jack Ruby, 
was JFK's lone assassin 



When not using existing photo evidence or 
startling inconsistencies in the testimony of 
key witnesses. Posner often the work of Fail- 
ure Analysis Associates, a "prominent firm" 
specializing in computerized reconstructions 
for lawsuits Among the more interesting ex- 
periments referenced is a process called "re- 
verse projection" in which a full-sued model 
of the presidential limousine is created on the 
computer complete with passengers The 
process uses film enhancements and sophisti- 
cated techniques oi measurement to make a 
strong case lor three shots trom the sixth 
floor of the Texas School Book Depository, 
thereby implicating Oswald and virruaJIv 
eliminating any possibility oi other shooters 
in Dealey Plaza 

In a similar fashion. Posner bravely offers 
an unwavering endorsement of the onen- 
ridiculed "magic bullet" theorv According to 
the theorv. J Oswald acted alone a single bul- 
let had to puncture Kennedy s back exit his 
neck, enter Gov John Connally s back, strike 
a nb. exit his chest, pass through his wnst 
enter his nght thigh and emerge in a near- 
perfect condition Amazingly, with computers 
and not mirrors. Posner i experts confirm 
that this improbable scenario is actually quite 
possible. 

Unfortunately, as attorneys like Posner are 
well aware, it is not unusual for two highly 
qualified experts to embrace two separate and 
completely incompatible theories. A good ex- 
pert. it is said, can start with any conclusion 
and create (he staostics to back it up. Ironical- 
ly. that has been the rap on the Warren Com- 
mission for these past 30 years The commis- 
sion was told Oswald acted alone in killing 
President Kennedy, and its members and 
staff labored mightily to prove it 

While the author may be vulnerable to the 
same charges of harboring a preconceived 
battle plan, his impressive scholarship and in- 
cisive analysis should not be overlooked. The 
book contains hundreds of frscuiaong foot- 
notes and ends with 71 pages oi citations to 
other authorities 

Posner may not have closed the case on ihr 
assassination oi President Kenned v. but he 
has struck a severe blow to the conspiracy 
community, which to date may have thought 
itself above reproach. 

ALVORD . a former journalist, is an attorney 

in private practice. 



■ A MOUTHFUL OF AIR 

Language. Languages EssfCJk*’ EnGuS/- 
Anthony Burgess l.Vfprrou 400 pages S 25 

REVIEWED BY ARTHUR SAL* 

A nthony Burgess has wnner. *> «•) 
worid s great textbooks 
Aithuugn m *A Muuthru. *»: Ar" nr 
might noi cover every- lactoid Uugr: ir. lr.tr* 
to Linguisocs classes, ne covers most ji them 
— and detighoully at LhaL C allege ffrsnmen in 
the early throes oi a love aoair with -anaruage 
would be easy prey to anv Linguisucs Depart 
ment sawy enought to require Burgess m Lng 
101 They d fight tor thetr ngnu not to parrv a> 
the Beasoe Boys would have inem ao but to 
« declare a linguisocs major 

Other readers, however wiil have to be verv 
interested m language in order ruiiv to appreci- 
ate Burgess edort tan expansion ol 'Language 
Made Plain." published in the earlv 1960s i ll 
you aren t already tamiLar with phoneac tran- 
scription and the physical mecnamsm that pro- 
I duces speech, be prepared to learn all about 
both — or much of his basic lesson mot to 
mention lus wonderful asides » will pass vou ov 
With some effort you U emerge Drum the text 
knowing a stop plosrve trom a glide a oilabu. 
from a laoiodentaj consonant 
Burgess guides readers ihrougn the orv stua 
about as painiessiv as arv stun can ever oe tra- 
versed. With that grounding, we re prepared to 
understand the development ot aipnaoetv Ian 
guage families, borrowing ui woras among ion 
guages the evoluuon ot languages, s history at 
dictionaries, dialects, siang tnenreat *.**r 
Shift American vs Bnusn hnuusn .jiu n. ot> 
Scorns. Scottish. Scot cn * For teaemng aios 
Burgess calls in examples rrom languages with 
which he has some tamilianrv — Kussian Mai 
lay. Japanese German Frencn Welsh He- 
brew and Old English, to name a tew 
All this remember, trom the man wno con- 
structed a fictional world using as building 
blocks some terror-inducing unguisuc twists 
"There was me mat is Alex, and mv three 
droogs * Burgess began fit* novel "A Clock- 
work Orange.' Here s a man wno Knows — *na 
l knows how to use — the power ot language 
Actually Burgess outsmarted himseli in *A 
i Clockwork Orange." and set himseli up to be 
I torpedoed by the very nature ot language as it 
j exists in the real world. 

1 Preparing for the novel, he writes. "1 

amassed a suitable reaMi/e glossary Then I re- 
alized that all this would be demoded bv me 
ome the book appeared, so I had to invent a 
lexis, setting my story in an imagined future 
that is already histone The ironv is lhai in the 
United States, a number oi teen-agers approon 
ated items trom the lexis — woras ot Russian 
• ongin like "droog" and "groodies" and "naasat 
— and this shoved my future into the ais; aru 
able past ~ 

It is this kinr* ot halogen-miensr :!lumina- 
oon ot ideas that ought to ma*e A Mouinrui oi 
.Air" a model lor college lextoouk* I"hr% could 
be run. the' *ouid be hiianuu.- :r.v. r -a.d **• 
irresisuble 

Solution Have Amhonv Burgess write all ol 
them 

SA LM u a nature writer tor me San Lnego 
Unton-Tnbune. 





CHICAGO TRI3UNC 



CHICAGO. IL 
5UHOAV 1.1 Of. 422 



SEP 12 1993 

ffU WLL£‘S 



Who didn’t kill JFK? 

Gerald Posner shines the cold light of sanity on the host of conspiracy theorists 
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U ndertaking a wnous in- 
vestigation oi President 
John F Kennedy s as- 
sassination is a little 
like conducting a sooer 
r ;udv of unidentified Hying ot>- 
'•*. There is nothin* inherently 
frivolous aoout either subject. 
3ut both Helds have been domi- 
nated for 40 ion* by cracupots 
.ind nut cases that a son of 
juilt bv association attaches to 
each new arrival Don t we ail. 
on heinnt that an otherwise re- 
>pectable author like Gerald 
Posner has taken on the death 
of JFK land tne life of ~JFK"1. 
wonder if the fellow has lost hu 
marbles'’ 

He hasn l Unlike many of the 
10UU other books that have been 
• nrten about the Kennedy as- 
• asstmion Posner s "Case 
Closed" is a resolutely sane 
piece of work. More impor- 
tantly. "Case Closed" is utterly 
convincing in its thesis, which 
>o*ms. in light of aU that has 
transpired over the past JO 
cars, almost revolutionary His 
thesis is thts; Lee Harvey 
0>wald killed Kennedy by 
himself There was no conspira- 
cy Fundamentally the Warren 
• ommusion was right. 

The bulk of “Case Closed' is 
devoted to Oswald * pathetic life 
,tory His rather died two 
months becore he was bom. His 
mother was etnne and possibly 
insane Oswald had moved 21 
times land attended 11 schoolsl 



by the time he was 17. 

Hit stormy childhood led to 
his fixation wuh a son of infan- 
tile leftism, which manifested 
itself In ltfelon* interest in com- 
munism and the Soviet Union. 
Notwithstanding these inclina- 
tions. he joined the Marines, but 
tone of the many myths that 
Posner explodes! never gained 
access to anv great national se- 
crets in the Corps. The truth is 
more mundane. He was simply 
a wasnout. 

After hts military tervlce. 
Oswald embarked on the most 
bizarre chapter of his Ufa. the 
one that became the fount for 
manv of the conspiracy theo- 
ries. He defected to Russia. It 
was. in pan. a political act. But 
mostly it seems to have been a 
rather poignant attempt to get 
attention. 

For a while Oswald was a 
modest celebnty in Minsk— the 
American Defector!— but the 
novelty quickly wore off. and he 
became just another Soviet 
trying to get along on lousy 
food tn a too-small apartment 
After about three yean in Rus- 
sia. he came home. The 
Soviets— even the KGB— never 
had any use for him and were 
happy io see him go. Oswald 
and his Russian wife. Manna, 
settled near Dallas In 1981 He 
continued to drift quietly des- 
perate. 

Posner spends a great deal of 
time on one event the conspira- 
cy theorists tend to ignore. On 
April 10. 1961 using the same 
mail-order Mannlicher-Carcano 
nfle that he would Are at JFK. 
Oswald attempted to assassinate 
a right-wing retired general 
named Edwin Walker, who was 
prominent in Dallas politics. 

Bv some Uuke. Oswald's shot 
only grazed the general s hair. 
The CIA. the KGB and the 
Mafia— the most commonly 




According to "Case Closed." the ¥ 
Harvey Oswald (above) was tne tor 

cited of Oswald s alleged co- 
co aspirators— had no reason to 
want Walker dead. IT Oswald 
had any co-conspirators in the 
Kennedy assassination, they 
certainly would not have want- 
ed him to take the nsk of first 
trymg to kill Walker The epi- 
sode is strong circumstantial 
evidence that Oswald was sun- 
ply a lone ermzyman with a 
powerful nfle. 

The heart of “Case Cloead" is 
a reconstruction of the events of 
November 22. 1963. Posner ndes 
ill of the conspiracy theorists 
favorite hobbyhorses straight 
out of town. 

Did Oswald have Umc to Are 
ail three shots? Yes— the Arst 
on* missed, the second hit both 
Kennedy and John Connelly 
and the third blew off th* top of 
the President's head. Was that 



wren Commission was ngnt. Lee 
e assassin of Presioem Kennedy. 

second shot a “magic bullet." 
which survived In an impossi- 
bly pristine state after injuring 
two men? No— the bullet per- 
formed as intended, and subse- 
quent tests on cadavers showed 
that other bullets sustained ap- 
proximately the same degree of 



What of the famous grassy 
knoll? Was Kcnnedv shot from 
the from as well as from be- 
hind? No— there were 178 wit- 
nesses to the shooting, and not 
one saw a gunman on the knolL 
Several saw Oswald Are. Ken- 
nedy’s and Connally's wounds 
are consistent with shots from 
the rear. 

If Kennedy was shot from the 
rear, why does the Zaprudtr 
Aim show his head snapping 
back in that direction? Two rea- 
sons— because the bullet de- 



stroyed JFK's cortex and caused 
a neuromuscular spasm that jol- 
ted his head backward and be- 
cause of the “Jet effect." the 
same phenomenon in physics 
that causes a rocket to go 
forward when ns jet fuel is ejec- 
ted backward. In detailed land 
often amusing! footnotes. 
Posner exposes the factual er- 
rors. fantasies and frauds that 
the conspiracy theorists have 
relied on to explain the events 
of that day 

Posner concludes with a short 
history of the Warren Commis- 
sion— and the backlash agams 
It The tragedy of the Commis- 
sion. as Posner sees it is that 
Its deliberations were rushed, 
secretive and tncomplate. 
Worse, the FBI and CIA never 
owned up to all they knew 
about Oswald and events relat- 
ing to the assassination 

Those omissions were criti- 
cal— not because they would 
have chanced the Commissions 
conclusions but because the dis- 
sembling encouraged the con- 
spiracy theorists Atghti of 
fancy. As it turned out. the 
Warren Commission was perfec- 
tion Itself compared with the 
“Investigations that followed it 
In particular. Posner's account 
of Jim Garrison— the corrupt 
and incompetent New Orleans 
district anornev whom Oliver 
Stone made the hero of his Aim 
“JFK“— is by turns homfytng 
and hilarious 

I started “Case Closed" as a 
skeptic— and slightly put off by 
the presumptuous title. To my 
mind historical truth is always 
a slippery thing. The chances of 
knowing for sure what hap- 
pened In any event— much less 
one as murkv as the Kennedy 
assassination— seem remo»e. 
But this fascinating and impor- 
tant book won me over. Case 
dosed. Indeed. 
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‘Case Closed’ shatters theories 
of Kennedy assassination plot 



§y Jo An Kolbe 1 3 I 

THE PHOENIX GAZETTE 

F armor W*l] Street lawyer Ger- 
aid Posner suffer* no shortage of 
the bravado that goes with the 



Only a supremely confident 
writer could presume, with.. one 
book, to put out of business a 
oottage industry in assassination 
conspiracies that has thrived for 
three decades and 2,000 volumes. 

Nor does he Lack a lawyer's 
passion for meticulous detail, as 
evident in his 607 pages, two 
appendices and 2,212 footnotes 
And here's the big surpnee. He 
deZ/rera cm tbs promise. 

T*e> Closed " really does, at 
loog UsL clom the Kennedy case. 
Of count, he won't shut down the 
industry, which is built on specula- 
bon rather than mere fact 
But ail future conspiradsts in-' 
te rested in making an honest case 
will have to oops with Posner's 
devastating rejection of all their 
wild confabulations, and with his 
irrefutable conclusion: 

"Chasing shadowi an the grassy 
knoll will paver substitute for real 
history. Lee Harvey Oswald, 
driven by his own twisted and 
impenetrable funes, was the only 
a Mamin at Dealey PUxa. To mj 
otherwiat, in light of the over- 
whelming evidence, is to absolve a 
man with blood on his hands, and 
to mock the president he killed." 

The guess hen is that most of 
them will limply ignore Posner. 

For good reason — he makes 
them look foolish. Not only does he 



“CASE CLOSED: LEE 
HARVEY OSWALD AND 
THE ASSASSINATION OF 
JFK" 

By Gerald Poener 
Random House. 607 pge.. $25. 

prove the cue for the singli 
sis theory embraced to quickly for 
reasons (but correctly, u 
it turns out) bv the Warren 
Commission, but he also reeolvu 
th* r major doubts and debunks the 
alternative theories 
■Timing — Coospirebsta have 
long argued that Oswald couldn’t 
have find three shots in the 4.8 
seconds apparent in the famed 
Zapruder film; ergo, there wu a 
second shooter. 

But a painstaking analysis of 
the film makes it dear the shots 
were fired over 8 seconds, vitiating 
the need for a second i Mis sin . 

■Magic bullet — Doubters 
claim that the bullet found on Gov. 
John Connelly's stretcher was too 
"priftme” to have gone through 
both men, a claim seemingly 
bolstered by the Warren Comrnis- 
don'e inability to duplicate a 
bullet in condition Thus, it 

must have been planted by con- 
spirators . 

Poener argues (with ample tech- 
nical help) the com mi Minn con- 
ducted the wrong tests, not ac- 
counting for how much the bullet 
had been slowed going through the 
eoft tissue in both man. 
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This doesn't even count the 
sheer implausibility of conspira- 
tors plan ting a bullet in a hospital 
timing with security at a time 
when they couldn't know if the 
bullets would be found inside the 
bodies, thus giving away the plot. 

■Mafia — Much has been made 
of the 1978 speculations of a House 
committee Mifii chieftains 
may have wanted to get at Attor- 
ney General Bobby Kennedy, who 
waging war on organized 
crime, by killing his brother. 

But an analysis of the evidence 
a only thimt the Mafia hated 
f, and not much mare. 

Oswald left New Orle- 
ans, where all the Mafia contacts 
are alleged to have taken place, 
waaka before the president's trip to 
twiu« was Indeed, 

what is striking about Oswald's 
and Jack Ruby’s acts of murder is 
how little planning they involved. 
Both were conceived on the spur of 
the moment, and both men were 
■ad lonen unlikely or unable to 
conspire with others. 

And to on. Posner destroys 
deems of wild notions. 

Perhaps mast compelling. Pos- 
ner pewts biographical portraits of 
Oswald and Ruby that give long- 
overdue context to their seemingly 
inexplicable ecta. 

Oswald, for example, had been 
steeped in Marxist alienation since 
the age of 15 (which is why he 
went to Russia and returned in 
disillusionment), and harbored a 
lifelong outsider's urge to “be 
somebody.” 

It was the motive behind his 
failed attempt to kill Gen. Edwin 



Case 

Closed 
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(Walker. and almost certainly trig- 
gered his sudden itch to make an 
even bigger mark with JFK. 

Ruby, driven by very different 
» demons bet obenaeed with the 
same need to be noticed C*I am 
Jack Ruby — you all know me.” he 
told cops as they wrestled him to 
the floor after be shot Oswald), 
genuinely believed that his set 
would be hailed by a grateful 
public, and that he would never 
spend a night in jaiL 

The theories endure, of course, 
because of a natural human need 
to give such a monstrous set some 
meaning, some sense that John F. 
Kennedy died for more than • 
social misfit's fevered dreams. 

But lift is full of irrationality, 
and doesn't always provide such 
satisfaction. And instead of adding 
to the inaanity by conjuring up 
plots to assuage our sense of 
inadequacy, it's tune to put this 
tragedy behind us. 

That would be s fitting way to 
commemorate this week's 30th 
anniversary. . ▼ 
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WHEN THE CENTURY WAfl YOUNG: 

A Writer's Notebook 

Dm Brown* August Houm, $28 (224p) 

ISBN 0-l74Si-267-9 

In this grvettol memoir, Brown, hi* 

’ thor of Bury My Nfort at Wounded 
KtU4, offers quiet, warmhearted anec- 
dotes about his youth In the South end 
hie early evolution ai a writer. Bom In 
1808. he wa a five when hia family 
moved to Stephens, Ala. It was a quiet 
town, but by the time Brown was 12, 
the discovery of oil hid turned Ste- 
phens Into a haven for flimflam artista 
whom he learned to ape. His school- 
toocher grandmother, however, so 
pricked his taste for print, that young 
Dee scraped together $26 to buy a 
hand printing press. Almost Inevitably, 
it seems, he began to write, selling ms 
first adventure story at 17. He learned 
journalism at s smsll-town Arkansas 
paper a year later, and, after acquiring 
nis passion fbr the Weet from his favor- 
ite professor at Arkansas State Teach- 
ers College, he wrote his first western 
in 1942. The memotr snds In the 'BOs, 
thereby missing Brown’s mature writ- 
ing career, which Is mentioned only in 
an epilogue. Photos not seen by PW. 
(Sept) 
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S uccessful 
author and 
journalist 
Andrew Croft* 
also ghostwrites 
anonymously 
and co-writes 
best-sellers with 
other authors, 
including human 
interest stories, 
autobiographies, business 
books, self-help manuals and 
novels. 




Enquiries to: PW Box GW, 
249 West 17th Street, 
6th Floor, New York, 
NY 10011 



★ CASE CLOSED: Lee Harvey Oawald and the 
Assassination of JFK 

GrraJd L. Potnar. Random. 126 (Slip) ISBN O-STMiaas-S , 

poinar * lawyer and lnvaatigativa raportar (Aft ng»Ia), hat aat himaalf a 
h« and brougbtltotf with eonaiderubla panaaha- Ib tha fan. of 
a multitude of aaaaaatnatlon hooka propounding down* of thaonaa, all of 
tham critical of tha looe-aaaaaain/o«-c«B*plraey eaaa, ha h “ 
aouara for Oawald aa tha aola culprit. Poanar propound,— and offer* good 
avldanca tor— luat thraa ahou, all from Oawaldta th# Book 
tpanda nearly half the book on a oloaaly datallad axamination of tha Uia of 
that unhappy and, he elaima, ultimately paranmd young man. ®a aiao 
acrutlniaaa’every minute of tha time Jack Ruby .pant hatwaan t^ au*a«i- 
tStton and tba moment ba shot O.wald in tha poUce And 

tirnt Ruby*, act waa other than an outburst of «pur*>f-the-moment ra«a 

'^F^anar^doaTnot rida^te^and rough-thod, over objection*, aa lamr 
pregnant, ofVura n Common orthodoxy do. E. acnatiniaca ma^ofth. 
Lnaolracy thaorlat end theoriatt carefully, aomadma* aran with reepact, 
but Inevitably finda them wanting. If aomeona haa changed hia or her atory 
dldU«rund. to glva mot. errtaua * thdrtat 

■torici have been widely relied upon by writan art mistaken *bo ut ^Tne or 
olace crazy delusional or otherwiea unreliable. About Hew Orlaana DA. 

of th. movie JFK, h. to mercUess, l«taf out an 

Common and th. later 
taveatigationa, but make. 

finding*, adding to them much recant opart Uatimony— ^t^ologica^ 
ShS camanta of ritual and auditory maUriel-to which thay «* "***" 

of elementary -curity pr^^Uona wo aUo^ w 
proceed. Stfli. thla ia a palnauklng and remarkably thorough * 

: „ Utterly unfaahlonabla approach. Thera are aiUnalva 

MU. oo aourcaa, and anna mnovettva and helpful 
of tha .hooting acene and tha ahott. Flrot , trial to U.S. Nwwt and World 
Report (SopL) ■ 
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FINAL JUSTICE: Tha True Stay of 

tho Rlohoat Man Ever Triad for Mardar 
Stavan Nai/hh and Gregory Whitt 
Smith. Dutton, 124 (480p) ISBN «**• 

aatii* 

MLost true crime tales ore brutal and 
•id, but the eaae of Cullen Daria ia 
doubly wrenching because It la alao a 
itory of Justice miacarrled Cullen waa 
one of three tone of Kenneth 
(“Stinky") Davie, who built a Texas 
empire end emaeaed e fortune by ques- 
tionable means. Brutalised by hie fe- 
thor throughout hie childhood, Cullen 
grew into a shy, Introverted idoleeoent 
ywd a monstrous adult. In 1976 In 
Forth Worth, he wee accused of 
wounding his second wife, Priscilla, 
with whom he waa wrangling over a 
divorce, and her friend, Beverly Base, 
and of killing Priscilla's 11 -year-old 
daughter. Andrea, and Bess's boy- 
friend, Bubbe GevreL Acquitted, Cul- 
len wee subsequently in the courts 
again in two murder-fbr-hire trials, 
both esses ending in hung juries. He 



hss never been convicted, thenks to a 
legal staff that eventually numbered 
SO and the expenditure of perhspi $20 
million, the authon show. Others have 
written about this classic case but 
none eo Morehtngiy aa have Naifth 
and 8mith, who previously eoUaborsv 
ed on TKe Mormon Murders and the 
Pulitxer Priae- winning Jack$on Pol- 
lock, Cynically, they conclude that Cul- 
len had the right of It when he bragged 
that "Money can buy anything.” Pho- 
tos not eeen by PW. (Sept) j 

FROM CRADLE TO GRAVE: The Hu- 
man Face of Poverty In Amerka 
Jonathan FWtdman. Atheneum, $20 
(26 6p) ISBN 0-419-11126-1 
tn s work Impressivs for the compact 
and readable way It deplete goveni- 
menfa failure to fully support the wcial 
oMdi of its citizens, Freedman, a Publ- 
ic Prise-winning journalist, has inter- 
viewed people scroll the nation whose 
experiences he sees ss emblematic 
the way elected reprtsintstivfi-both 
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the county line 

Charles Davis 




Oswald did it 

F or me, the first hint of whit would 
come to be known is the Kennedy 
Assassination Conspiracy came on 
Monday, Nov. 25, 1963. 

The killing of President John F. 
Kennedy had taken place three days 
before. He had been buried that morning. 

My friend, Greg Sherrill, asked, "You 
know why Lyndon Johnson stopped 
* hunting squirrels on the LBJ Ranch, don't 
you?” we had just walked outside from 
the daily food fight called lunchtime in 
Pacific Grove High School's multipurpose 
room. 

"Nope,” I said, and Greg laughed. *’ 
“Because Lee Harvey Oswald never , 
gave him back his rifle!” It was tasteless 
and disrespectful of that solemn day but 
we cackled anyway. 

That was the beginning. It might have 
been what we then called a “si<* joke,” 
but plenty of people really did suspect 
that LBJ had haa a hand in the killing. 
Others were convinced Castro or the 
Birch Society was behind it 
Rumors were already flying and the 
Warren Commission had yet even to be 
Euggested. • • , . • 

The Monday before Thanksgiving Day 
will mijk the 30th anniversary of the 
Kennedy assassination. We’re going to be 
reading and watching quite a bit about 
the murder during the next few months 
Sure to be a centerpiece of all the 
renewed examination ia a remarkable new 
book called "Case Closed” I say 
remarkable because there are few rhing i , 
m print that could make me put down - #i -‘- 
Carl Hiaascn’s new novel, “Strip Tease,” 
but Gerald Posner's four de force work of , 
investigative journalism did just that 
The 600-plus pages of “Case Closed” . n i 
(Random House; $25) set forth what may, 
for some, come is a rather startling 

hypothesis: that Lee Oswald did the foul 

deed all by himself, with malice - ... * 

aforethought. . ^ , v # 

That such a conclusion can be called 
startling speaks volumes about the innate 
distrust most Americans have of their 
own government Even a majority of the 
Love It or Leave It” crowd believes the 
|ovemment has conspired to keep the 
facts of the murder secret 



Rumors were already 
/flying and the Warren 
Commission had yet • 
even to he suggested 

But that’s where the agreement ends. 
Now, every°ne has his or her pet 
i u id i( because JFK was 

Bay of Pigs fiasco; the Mafia wanted 
retribution for losing Havana - the 

“‘f* t0 .J* endle »- Over the 
^*™ ers Hr* ,dentified more than 
JO gunmen - by name - as the shooter 

“ expose of the heroin 

Hitler's Children.” a collection of 

sons and dau ghteis of 
Nazi officials, does nothing less than 
demolish the leading conspiracy theories 
_TomWicker trf the New York Times 
JJTites “Posner shows (the theories) to be 
— Ilir^ ejasa -impossible. in others 
m«aken. m many cases dishonest, in all 
i^hfuJL Novelist William Styron calls the 
book "BrilUant “ d meticulous analysis 

rae h ,“ h *‘P ed la > f o «st 

°f the great cultural and political 
•candals of our time.” ^ 

rv!l;?^ en ~ ■ for the first time — a 
detailed examination of the sad 

S fLe e Huw y Oswald’s 
PoIner ’ , “ ^ most 
thorough telling yet of Jack Ruby's 

' fr0,B tiffle Kennedy 

motorcade swept through Dealey Plaza to 
tbe moment he ihot Oswald in the 

bMOTem^theheadquartenofthe 

V **Q«*e Qoaed” ia meticulously 
Joomoted, with bibliography, 1 

llle Non-Mysterious 'Mystery Deaths.’ ” 

iL 11 “ ■,. b 9 ok th* 1 is destined to spark 
“*ny a living room debate. It will also 
*Pj*gona e 1 ? hole mbset of assassination 
. investigator* who have been making 
S? to 1 * Wmenti by way of “Chariots 
« the Gods f ’-styie journalism. 

; It might just win next year's Pulitzer 
for non-fiction, as welL 
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JFK: setting the record straight 



Beyond Camelot 
and conspiracies 

* P n m& tn t Ketum&p ProlUmmtPowr 

\crjktQ Rhvh. Simon & Schuster. 788 peges 
*7J>0 

m Cmi Ctovod Gerald Posner. Random. 585 

-earns: 

If FHAMK DAVtlS 

For 30 yean, the huge outpouring of lit* 
mure on John Kennedy has been polar- 
zed by two biased views: Kennedy as brave 
Jamelot knight, cut down just as he began 
o fulfill his promise; and Kennedy as cyni- 
al. unprincipled hedonist, overwhelmed by 
ae presidency. And for 30 years. Kennedy’s 
mrder has produced a host of conspiracy 
leones gobbled up by a public skeptical 
.sat one nut could commit such a horrible 
rime. 

Finally, the life and death of the 35th 
resident is getting a strong dose of literary 
zality. Richard Reeves' President Kennedy 
nd Gerald Posner's Case Closed are rigor- 
usly thorough and finely crafted eontnbu- 
ons to a confusing histoncai record. 

Id-faahionad legwork 

The two authors did it the old-fashioned 
ay. sifting through mounds of new source 
•aterial. analyzing what has been written, 
■ducting new interviews and letting the 
ups fall where they may. No "nonfiction” 
aion. lazy speculation or unsourced asser- 
ans. _ 

Reeves musr convince readers tired of 
tber "pure adulation or strident revision- 
■n” that his is a fair appraisal of Kennedy, 
amer must do more — convince us that 
k man. not a conspiracy, killed the presi- 
»L 

Reeves, a writenfofTbe New Yorker for 
■ars, has achieved a biographer's primary 
al. to “reconstruct (Kennedy’s) world 
xn his penpective.” This is not easy, 
ves Kennedy's penchant for secrets and 
s and bts ability to keep his relationships 
Departmentalized. 



“No one knew John Kennedy, not all of 
him.” one old fnend told Reeves. Few peo- 
ple, for example, knew the terrible state of 
his health. Kennedy sufTercd from Addi- 
son’s disease, a debilitating condition that 
required massive cortisone injections. For 
his bad back. Kennedy received a strong 
mix of amphetamines from a doctor who 
operated in virtual secrecy. 

Reeves’ judgments are careful, often sub- 
tle. This lengthy narrative, with an almost 
week-by-week account of events, shows bow 
Kennedy was late to embrace the civil rights 
issue. For the first two years of his presi- 
dency. he saw the images of black protest in 
the South as an embarrassment to his for- 
eign ventures. But in 1963. after a lot of 
prodding. Kennedy changed his view and 
framed the issue for the nation as a moral 
commitment. 

Kennedy gets mixed marks for his han- 
dling of foreign enses. The Bay of Pigs 
disaster and involvement in Vietnam show 
a vacillating president. The Cuban missile 
crisis, probably the most documented event 
of the Cold War. was a qualified success, 
but Kennedy was preoccupied with the nar- 
row escape from nuclear war. He was struck 
by a simple reality that only he and Khru- 
shchev had fully grasped, that "no politi- 
cian in his right mind was going to use 
nuclear weapons first.” 



Simultaneous crises 

In his brief presidency. Kennedy dealt 
with a remarkable compression of events, 
crises that were simultaneous and tumultu- 
ous. With the vantage point of history, the 
great issues of the Cold War and civil rights 
look separate. But at times they overlapped, 
almost swamping a president who relied on 
charm and improvisation, not organization. 

If Reeves' appraisal of Kennedy is as 
complex as the subject. Posner's thesis is 
disarmingly simple: Lee Harvey Oswald 
smuggled his SI 2.78 mail-order rifle to 
work, fired three shots and killed Kennedy. 
He acted alone. He had no help in carrying 
out the assassination or trying to make his 
escape. 

These fans, of course, are blasphemy to 



conspiracy bufTs. Posner, a former W 
Street lawyer who wrote a biography 
Nazi doctor Josef Mengele. shows h> 
many conspiracy theories depend on ass> 
tions that were discredited early or ne\ 
checked out — but are perpetuated in bo- 
after book. Witnesses radically change si 
ries yean later, often several times, and a 
accepted as authoritative. 

One chapter demolishes the work of Ji 
Garrison, the demagogic prosecutor wt 
was almost sanctified in Oliver Stone's fil 
JFK. Another chapter, though technici 
takes the reader step-by-step through tl 
three shots fired by Oswald, using new cor 
puter tests to show that the assassin ha 
plenty of time to get off the shots and th: 
one bullet struck Kennedy and John Cot 
nally. 

A natty misanthrope 

Posner’s greatest accomplishment is h 
portrait of Oswald, the man almost forgo 
ten in the conspiracy frenzy. Prone to vk 
lencc. cultivating fantasies. Oswald th 
assassin emerges as a nasty misanthrop 
with a suspicious history — defection t- 
Russia, flirtation with Castro’s Cuba — bu 
no clear link to any of the people or group 
who might have wanted to kill Kennedy 
One by one. Posner debunks "evidence" 6 
Oswald the CIA plant. Soviet agent or mafi. 
fall guy. 

Posner doesn’t spare the Warren Com 
mission for us shoddy work, or FBI anc 
CIA officials for their mendacity and 
cover-ups. They were trying to hide embar 
raising secrets, such as their collusion with 
the mafia on Castro assassination plots, and 
in the process they helped feed many con- 
spiracy beliefs. 

Case Closed and President Kennedy 
have arrived just in lime. With the 30ih 
anniversary of the assassination next 
month, expea another onslaught of tempt- 
ing conspiracy claims and juicy Kennedy 
revelations. Keep these two authoritative 
books handy as an antidote. ~ 

Frank Davies is The Herald’s associate 
news editor 
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JFK conspiracy myths 
may finally be put to rest 



Atlanta Const i cu t ior 
August 27, 1993 



F or a generation, Americans 
have been sitting around 
kitchen tables debating into 
the night whether Lee Harvey 
Oswald acted alone in the assas- 
sination of John F. Kennedy. 

This fall, which marks the 30th 
anniversary of the shooting, the 
arguments will grow even more 
heated in the light of new evi- 
dence. 

For the conspiracy theorists, 
the opening of the National 
Archives’ huge stash of assassi- 
nation documents provides 
countless new possible plot 
twists. The 900,000 pieces of 
paper, including investigative 
photographs and memos, will be 
hashed over for years. 

For those who blame Oswald, 
a new book provides comforting 
evidence that the conspiracy the- 
ories are bunk. “Case Closed: 

Lee Harvey Oswald and the 
Assassination of JFK,” published 
by Random Hou se, uses com- 
puter enhancements of the 
Zapruder film and hundreds of 
witness interviews to pick apart 
the theories. 

For years, I have vacillated 
about the assassination theories. 
The conspiracy boosters always 
raised enough troubling ques- 
tions to keep me from accepting 
the Warren Commission’s con- 
clusion that Oswald acted alone. 

But “Case Closed” presents so 
much compelling evidence that 
it’s hard for a reasonable person 
to read the book and continue 
arguing for a conspiracy. In fact, 
author Gerald Posner so com- 
pletely debunks the assassina- 
tion myths that I’m embarrassed 
to think I ever was taken in by 
them. 

Why have so many of us been 
so willing to believe convoluted 
theories rather than accept the 
simple explanation that Oswald 
did it? Perhaps because we 

human beings have a tough time 
acknowledging that really terri- 
ble things can happen for no 
good reason. 

We don’t want to think that 
someone as handsome, vibrant 
and powerful as John Kennedy 
could be spiffed out in a second 
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MARILYN G^EWAX 



If a man so special could get shoi 
like a stray dog, how safe are the 
rest of us? 

Surely some greater force 

must have been responsible for , 

the death of a president. The CIA, 

the Mafia, Fidel Castro — yes, 

any of them could kill our leader, 

but not some skinny guy with a 

weak chin. 

We easily talk ourselves into 
such conspiracy theories when 
faced with tragedy . When 
Michael Jordan’s father turned' 
up dead, we started spinning 
yams about mob hits. When Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton's friend, Vin-‘ ‘ 
cent Foster, killed himself, many 
pundits began inventing elabo-’ 
rate stories about secret plots. - ’ . 

We journalists often hear from 
readers who tell us about com- - * 
plex government plots. Once in a 
very great while, such a conspir- 
acy really does come together: 
Richard Nixon did try to cover up 
his wrongdoing. (Of course, the 
truth came out about Watergate 
because people never keep 
secrets for long.) 

At least 99 percent of the time; 
an apparent conspiracy turns out 
to be nothing but another brutish 
or stupid act. Life is full of acci* • 
dents, mistakes, cruel deeds and 
goofy coincidences — and more * 
often than we’d like, these mis- 
cues and misdeeds lead to trage- 
dy. We hate to accept that, so we 
make up stories to reassure our- 
selves that bad things happen for • 
a reason. 

After 30 years, it’s time to stop 
trying to comfort ourselves with 
myths about John Kennedy’s 
death. Our president died 
because a nut wanted him dead. . 
That’s very sad, but it’s true. 

Marilyn Gecwax is a Constitution 
editorial writer. 
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Entertainment VJeek.lv, September 24, 1993 

Conspiracy 

Killer 



With overwhelming evidence and logic, ‘Case Closed’ proves 
that Oswald was JFK's lone assassin. BY GENE LYONS 









ASSASSINATION MEN: 

Author Ccrald Posner In front of a 
photo of the man ho says acted 
alone, lee Harvey Oswald 




iSTORic ally, Americans 
have long congratulated 
themselves for their dedi- 
cation to plain facts and 
their commonsense suspi- 
cion of abstract theories. 
The reality, of course, is far 
less flattering to national 
self-esteem. We have al- 
ways been suckers for a good conspiracy 
theory. Such all-American figures as 
William Jennings Bryan, Henry Ford, 
and J. Edgar Hoover rarely failed to 
find organized subversion wherever 
they looked, nor lacked for cheering 
throngs to support them. 

Even so, it is still remarkable that it 
has taken 30 years since the assassina- 
tion of President John F. Kennedy for a 
book like Gerald Posner's CASE CLOSED: 
LEE HARVEY OSWALD AND THE ASSASSINA- 
TION OF JFE (Random House, $25) to be 
written and published. Every conscien- 
tious citizen who has ever sat up half the 
night maundering over the elaborate 
speculations of conspiracy mavens like 
Mark Lane, Edward Jay Epstein, David 
S. Lifton, Robert Sam Anson, Anthony 
Summers, and Jim Marrs (those are only 
the most prominent), not to mention the 
millions who lined up to watch Oliver 
Stone’s brilliant 1991 propaganda film 
JFK , owes it to himself to give Posner's 
book a careful reading. The result, safe 
to say, will come as a revelation. 

And, yes, as something of a relief. As 
thorough and incisive a job of reporting 
and critical thinking as you will ever 
read, Case Closed does more than but- 
tress the much beleaguered Warren 
Commission’B conclusion that Lee Har- 
vey Oswald — pitiful, grandiose lone de- 
men to and would-be Communist defec- 
tor-bore full and solitary responsibility 
for the murder of President Kennedy. It 
also indicts and pretty much convicts the 
entire JFK-conspiracy industry of slop- 
py research, shoddy thinking, special 
pleading, hysterical speculation, and 
downright dishonesty. More than that, 
Posner’s book is written in a penetrat- 
ing, lucid style that makes it a joy to 
read. Even the footnotes, often briskly 
debunking one or another fanciful or 
imaginary scenario put forth by the con- 
spiracy theorists, rarely fail to enthrall. 

How and why the Kennedy assassina- 
tion has become such a happy hunting 
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ground for opportunists and crackpots is 
not so hard to figure. Almost regardless 
of their political orientation, millions 
share the perception that American life 
has grown infinitely more difficult and 
confusing since that awful November af- 
ternoon in 1963. AJso, as Posner writes, 
‘‘strong psychological reasons prompted 
the public's early embrace of conspiracy 
theories. The notion that a misguided so- 
ciopath had wreaked such havoc made 
the crime seem senseless and devoid of 
political significance. By concluding that 
JFK was killed as the result of an elabo- 
rate plot, there is the belief he died for a 
purpose." 

But piece by fascinating piece, Pos- 
ner— a former Wall Street lawyer whose 
previous works include Warlords of 
Crime, a book about Chinese heroin 
smugglers, and a widely praised biogra- 
phy of Nazi death-camp doctor Joseph j 
Mengele that he coauthored — takes the 
evidence in the Kennedy assassination 
apart and puts it back together. As the 
author himself points out, no mere mor- 
tal could tie up every last loose end. 
Even in an ordinary mugging in broad 
daylight, eyewitness accounts are apt to 
vary sharply. But will it come as news to 
readers persuaded otherwise by count- 
less books, TV and radio documen- 
taries, and films to learn that fully 88 
percent of witnesses in Dealey Plaza on 
Nov. 22, 1963, testified to hearing exact- 
ly three shots? That computerized en- 
hancement of the famous Zapruder film 
and sophisticated ballistics tests now 
prove that the renowned u single bullet' 
that wounded both JFK and Tfexas gov- 
ernor John Connally is an incontrovert- 
ible fact? That many “eyewitnesses” 
who supposedly saw all manner of 
strange goings-on that day either 
weren’t actually there, told very differ- 
ent (and more consistent) stories under 
oath before the media spotlight found 
them, or resided in psychiatric hospi- 
tals? The chapter on New Orleans dis- 
trict attorney Jim Garrison, the heroic 
lone-wolf prosecutor of Oliver Stone's 
JFK — who before his mad quest ended 
had placed 16 assassins at five locations 
in Dealey Plaza— is by itself a master- 
piece of expository journalism. 

Case Closed is a work of genuine pa- 
triotism and a monument to the astrin- 
gent power of reason. A 
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The Accused 

Judging the. sanity of a 
husband killer 



I t’s not every novel that 
comes with a dust-jacket blurb 
from a convicted murderer — in this 
case, Jean Harris, the prep school 
headmistress who shot her cheat- 
ing lover, Scarsdale Diet doctor Her- 
man Tamower. In the case of Kim 
Wozencraft’s MOTES F10M TOE COUNTRY 
CLUB ( Houghton Mifflin, $19.95), how- 
ever, Harris’ is an appropriate en- 
dorsement. The “country dub” in ques- 
tion is the Veritas unit of the Fort 
Worth Federal Correctional Institution, 
where a government psychiatrist must 
determine whether heroine Cynthia 
Mitchell is sane enough to stand trial 
for the stabbing death of her abusive 
husband, Daniel. 

The gist of Jean Harris' defense, read- 
ers may recall, was that she’d taken a 
gun to Taraower’s house intending to 



commit suidde, but plugged the woman- 
izing rat by accident. No such halfheart- 
ed measures for Wozencraft’s luxuriant- 
ly embittered protagonist, a freelance 
public relations expert lured from her 
successful Manhattan career back to her 
native Tkxas by a smooth-talking airline 
pilot who not only commences to beat 
her like a yard dog but also seduces her 
sister, Alice. Few one-dimensional card- 
board villains in the history of pseudo- 
feminist fiction have so badly needed 
killing, but the abundantly talented 
writer didn’t need to stack the deck so 
blatantly. This is what makes Wozen- 
craft’s second outing (after 1990 s 
much-hyped Rush — loosely based on 
her life as a former undercover narc) so 
disappointing. The novel’s minor charac- 
ters, fellow Veritas inmates for the most 
part, have a vivid individuality unac- 
countably lacking in Cynthia and her 
brute of a husband. There’s more psy- 
chologically evocative detail in Garth 
Brooks’ country song M The Thunder 
Rolls,” about a battered wife’s revenge, 
than in all 200-plus pages of Notes F rom 
the Country Club. C —GL 
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A comprehensive, sober look 
at the assassination of JFK 






History 

CASE CLOSED; L*« Hsrvsy Oswald and 
tha Aasa ss lnattow of JFK 
By Garik! Posnar. Random Housa . 607 
pagaa. 125. 

By JOHN ARWOOO 

N ext month marks 30 years since John 
F. Kennedy was killed. In that time, 
hundreds of books, dozens ol televi- 
sion documentaries and a Holly- 
wood blockbuster have sought to solve the 
case 

They usually raise valid questions. But 
many of them have the journalistic stan- 
dards of “A Current Affair" or worse 
Now comes a comprehensive new book 
by journalist Gerald Posner, arguing per- 
suasively that the Warren Commission got it 
right Lee Harvey Os- 
wald killed the president 
without any help. 

Of the new JFK-assas- 
sination books arriving 
this fall. Posner's has 
received by far the most 
critical acclaim, and jus- 
tifiably so. While it cer- 
tainly doesn't settle the 
case once and for all. it 
accomplishes what only 
a handful of such books 
have done; to look so- 
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berty at the facts of the case and reach a 
credible, defensible conclusion. 

As Posner sees it. the only way to 
understand the assassination is by under- 
standing Oswald. To that end. he devotes 
fully half of his book to a biographical look 
at the accused assassin. 

Chanter by chapter. Posner builds sus- 
pense as he retraces Oswald s life; At age 
13. in trouble lor truancy, he told a 
psychiatrist. ”1 dislike everybody. As a 
Manne. he was court-martialed twice lor 
, violent behavior. . 

In 1963. he tried to assassinate a right- 
wing Army general, handed out pro-Castro 
leaflets and took a clerk's job at the Texas 
School Book Depository. On Nov. 2 2. he 
rode to work with an acquaintance, carrying 
a long paper bag that he said contained 



“curtain rods.” More likely. Posner believes, 
it was the mail-order Mannlicher-Carcano 
rifle Oswald would fire at the president from 
the depository's sixth floor. 

What sets Posner's book apart from other 
assassination texts is not its conclusion -— 
several recent authors have argued Oswald 
acted alone — but its scope. 

Methodically. Posner demolishes the 
framework that conspiracy theorists have 
leaned on for years. He reveals key incorv , 
sistencies in the testimony ol those who; 
claimed to have seen a gunman on the 
grassy knoll in front of Kennedy. 

He offers persuasive evidence that Jack 
Ruby killed Oswald impulsively, not as an 
agent of organized crime. And he points out 
two problems in all the conspiracy scenar- 
ios; the constant interpretation of coinci- 
dence as evidence of conspiracy, and the 
unbelievably large number of people who 
would have had to be involved. 

One of (he book's most compelling 
chapters takes a new look at Abraham 
Zapruder's famous home movie of the 
assassination. Posner uses new computer 
enhancements of the film, together with 
medical evidence, to lend new credence to 
a theory long disdained by Warren Commit 
s*on enbes: that Kennedy and Texas Gov. 
John Connally were hit by the same bullet. 

Posner's meticulously documented ap- 
proach mocks many of the more sensa- 
tional assassination texts. Among the most 
putrid is Robert Groden's 1990 best-seller. 
High Treason, which contains grisly au- 
topsy photos and broods on posable 
connections between JFK’s dea\h and Wa- 

^nti<onspiracy books have fallen short 
too: In 1991s Conspiracy of One. Jim 
Moore argues that Oswald acted alone, but 
reaches mat conclusion in part through 
some absurd leaps of logic 

Posner’s book is the most important 
assassination text in years If were ever 
going to solve the crime of the century, the 
answer won't come in a Hollywood block- 
buster or tabknd journalism. For along 
those roads, Posner writes, “the only casu- 
alty is truth. “ goo 

JOHNARWOOD is assistant regional- 
desk chief of The Observer. 
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Author Gerald Posner concludes that 
Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone. 



Conspiracy 

theories 

discounted 



•y LYNWOOD ABRAM 
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Nearly 30 years after the assassination of 
John F Kennedy, the production of books 
about his death shows no sign of slowing 
down. 

More than 2.000 volumes dealing with the 
events of Nov. 22. 1963, In Dellas have been 
printed, many of them by the writers known 
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collectively as the conspiracy buffs. 

Oliver Stooe's movie JFK^a mixture of 
Met and fiction, repreaenU “the culmina- 
tion of more than a decade of wort by the 
conspiracy’ proas,* according to Gerald 
Posner, Use author oL£flarJ3pfe4_L*e 
Harvru Otw ald and th+^*»n*+ 



Besides disputing the conclusions of the 
Warren Commisaion. the bufis have impli- 
cated in Kennedy's death the CIA, the rai 
the Mafia and Fidel Castro (among others) 
m what Posner calls “ever- exp a nd t n g-toir^ 
spire cy theories." “ 

To refute every claim made by the bufis 
would be the wort of a lifetime, perhaps of 
many lifetimes. Posner tries to aaaeas the 
merits, if any. of the claims of such leading 
bufis as Mark Lane, Anthony Summers. 
Jim Garrison and Jim Manx 
"As in every famous case,” Poener writes, 
“people have come out of the woodwor k for 
their 13 minutes of tame. Seme publicity 



in the murder conspiracy. .. The only casu- 
alty is truth.-espaoaUy.jn a society where 
iar too many peopleware content to receive 
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their knowledge on an important 
issue trom a single article or a 
three hour movie “ 

Focusing on Lee Harvey Oswald. 
Posner concludes that Oswald 
acted alone in slaving the president 
There is. as Posner says, no con- 
vincing evidence to the contrary 



One of the reasons that Oswald’s ^ i 

motivation probablv never will be Author Gerald Posner dismisses 
known Posner says, u th« bizarre claims by conspiracy buffs 
personality of the man himself. 
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THE ASSASSINATION OF 
PRESIDENT KENNEDY 
AND THE NEW EVIDENCE 
OF CONSPIRACY 
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John F. Kennedy’s Murder. 
Our Government’s Secret. 
A Nation’s Betrayal... 

Includes 186 dramatic photos— 
some never before seen 
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THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL BOOK OF THE YEAR! 



Thu Berkley book contains the complete 
text of the original hardcover editioo. 

It has been completely reset in a typeface 
designed for easy reading and was printed 
from new film. 

HIGH TREASON 

A Berkley Book / published by arrangement with 
Conservatory Press 

PRINT! NO HISTORY 

Conservatory Press editioo / March 1989 
Berkley editioo / November 1990 

All rights reserved. 

Copyright © Robert Oroden 1989 and 
Harrison Edward Livingstooe © 1980, 1989. 

Original artwork by Ed Chiarini, Jr. 

This book may not be reproduced in whole or in part, 
by mimeograph or any other means, without permission. 

For information address: Conservatory Press, 

RO. Box 714, Baltimore, Maryland 21218. 

ISBN: 0-425-12344-8 

A BERKLEY BOOK • TM 757,375 
Berkley Books are published by The Berkley Publishing Group, 
200 Madison Avenue, New York. New York 10016. 

The name “BERKLEY” and the “B" logo 
are trademarks belonging to Berkley Publishing Corporation. 

PUNTED IN THE UNITED STATES OR AMERICA 
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WHY KENNEDY WAS KILLED 
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WHO KILLED PRESIDENT KENNEDY? 

Who killed President Kennedy? It took a combination of 
the CLA controlled Cuban exiles. Organized Crime, and the 
Ultra Right Wing, with the support of some politically well- 
connected wealthy men to pull it off. They carried out the 
assassination through a complex series of overt and covert 
actions— and through failure of the President's protection at 
the critical moment. 

All of these seemingly disparate groups had much in com- 
mon. The CIA and Organized Crime used some of the same 
operatives; this was certainly the case in Southern Florida and 
Louisiana. Santos Trafficante employed many of the same 
Cubans the CIA was hoping to use to overthrow Castro. Jack 
Ruby ran guns to Cuba during the Revolution on behalf of 
the CIA and the Mob. CLA operatives like David Feme and 
Guy Banister, who were closely linked to Oswald and Ruby, 
also had close ties to New Orleans Mafia boss Carlos Mar- 
cello. As for far Right Wing organizations, these were filled 
with a strange assortment of Cuban exiles, police officers, 
intelligence operatives, oil barons and retired military offi- 
cers. 

The following narration is based on intense discussions 
between the authors and various former high ranking (and 
dissident) intelligence officials, military officers, political fig- 
ures, and other powerful persons ip a position to know the 
facts. In some cases, names were given with great certainty 
of individuals formerly connected to the intelligence agen- 
cies. whom the informants believe were involved in the 
assassination. 

In particular, a faction employed by the intelligence agen- 
cies during the Bay of Pigs operation (for which then Vice 
President Richard Nixon was the White House action officer) 
was responsible for the assassination of the President. Some 
of these men had worked for or been associated with one 
agency or another, so it is difficult to determine exactly their 
true connections. Civilians with powerful backing operating 
in the intelligence agencies at the time, some with a military 
background, planned and covered up the murder of the Pres- 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 



ROBERT J. GRODEN 



Plaintiff, 



-v- 

RANDOM HOUSE, INC., 

THE NEW YORK TIMES COMPANY, INC., 
and GERALD POSNER 



Defendants. 
X 



Docket No. 

CTS*)) 

Plaintiff Demands 
a Trial by Jury 



COMPLAINT FOR MONEY DAM A GES AND A PERMANENT INJUNCTION 

Plaintiff ROBERT J. GRODEN, by his attorney, ROGER BRUCE FEINMAN, 



ESQ. complaining of the Defendants, respectfully alleges as follows: 

THE PARTIES 

1. Plaintiff ROBERT J. GRODEN was at all times hereafter mentioned, 
and he still is, a citizen, resident and domiciliary of Delaware County, the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania. He lives there with his wife and family. 

2. Upon information and belief, at all times hereafter mentioned, Defendant 
RANDOM HOUSE, INC. (sometimes referred to herein as "RANDOM HOUSE") was, and is 
a corporation duly organized and existing under the laws of the State of New York, and having 
its principal place of business at 201 East 50th Street, Borough of Manhattan, in the City of 
New York, County of New York, State of New York. For jurisdictional purposes, Defendant 
is a citizen, resident and domiciliary of the State of New York. 

3. Upon information and belief, at all times hereafter mentioned, Defendant 
RANDOM HOUSE, INC. was and is engaged in the business of publishing, distributing and 
selling books in New York State and throughout the United States, and throughout the world, 

for profit. 

4. Defendant THE NEW YORK TIMES, INC. (sometimes referred to 
herein as "TIMES") is a corporation duly organized and existing under the laws of the State of 
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New York, and having its principal place of business at 229 West 43rd Street, Borough of 
Manhattan, in the City of New York, County of New York, State of New York. For 
jurisdictional purposes, Defendant is a citizen, resident and domiciliary of the State of New 
York. 

5. Upon information and belief, at all times hereafter mentioned, Defendant 
THE NEW YORK TIMES, INC. was and is engaged in the business of publishing, 
distributing and selling newspapers and periodicals in New York State and throughout the 
United States, and generally throughout the world. More specifically, Defendant owned, 
maintained, operated for profit, and published a newspaper known as The New York Times, 
which was, and still is, published daily as a newspaper of general circulation in New York 
City and the United States, and in foreign countries, and has a large, wide and extensive 
circulation. 

6. Upon information and belief, at all times hereafter mentioned, Defendant 
GERALD POSNER (sometimes referred to herein as 'POSNER") was and is a citizen and 
domiciliary of the State of New York, City of New York, and his principal place of business is 

located within the County of New York. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

7. This action is of a civil nature involving, exclusive of interest and costs, 
a sum over $50,000. Every issue of law and fact herein is wholly between citizens of different 
states, and this Court has jurisdiction under Title 28, United States Code (1332(a) 

8. Besides diversity of citizenship, federal question jurisdiction arises due 
to Title 28, United States Code, Section (1331 , in that the third cause in this action is a claim 
for monetary and injunctive relief arising under Sections 43(a) and 43(a)(2) of the Lanham 
Art, 15 U.S.C.., §1125, all as more fully hereafter set forth. 

9. Pendent jurisdiction over state-law claims exists under 28 U.S.C.. 
(1331, in that the claims arise from the same nucleus of operative facts as the federal law 
claim asserted by the Plaintiff. 
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10. The venue properly lies in this District, 
defendants reside. 28U.S.C.. §1391(a). 
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where all the claims arose 




AS AND FOR A FIRST CAUSE QF ACTION 

11. Before 1975, Plaintiff ROBERT J. GRODEN, who was then engaged in 
a trade and occupation as a photo-optical technician, developed an interest in the subject of 
President Kennedy's assassination. On or about November 22, 1973, the tenth anniversary of 
the tragedy, Plaintiff delivered his first lecture on the subject. Beginning on or about February 
1, 1975, Plaintiff exhibited his optically enhanced and stabilized, color version of the famous 
Zapruder amateur motion picture film of the Kennedy assassination at civic meetings 
concerning the case. For the dozen years before Plaintiff began to exhibit the Zapruder film in 
public, the eight millimeter camera original and all first-generation copies of it were 
deliberately suppressed from public view by private owners, also by the federal government's 
disinterest in seizing it as original evidence in the assassination, and by the concomitant apathy 
of major journalism institutions, including Defendant THE NEW YORK TIMES COMPANY 
to that situation. On or about the evening of March 6, 1975, Plaintiff ROBERT J. GRODEN 
also exhibited his enhanced version of the Zapruder film on the American Broadcasting 
Company's television network, which was the general public's first opportunity ever to view 
the film. This television event is generally regarded by observers who have followed the case 
as having provided a significant impetus for the congressional investigation of the assassination 
that began the following year. But for the singlehanded efforts of Plaintiff ROBERT J. 
GRODEN in regard to publicly exhibiting the Zapruder film qua continuous motion picture, 
the public would never have had the opportunity to view this original graphic evidence of 
President Kennedy's assassination. 

12. Since 1975, Plaintiff has been known as a preeminent independent 
researcher and investigator of the photographic evidence on President Kennedy's assassination, 
and an expert concerning such evidence; a platform speaker, lecturer and audiovisual 
presenter; consultant to motion picture producers and directors; congressional committee 
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PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that, in accordance with 
the briefing schedule* set by the Honorable ^Johh'S TTJftirt in at 
the pre-motion conference' held on Apr! 6 , " X 9 9 4^p|:ai s 
opposition no 5fr y ejff * # 

and defendants 9 reply papers are to be served no later than May 

- ^ * ‘+* 



27 , 1994. 






Dated: Hew York, Hew »r)c ~ - 

May 4, 1994 ' ; 

... a.^.v. -> 



- ... • STi. i." ! 




Victor A. Kovner (VAK: 2248) 



Attorneys for Defendants 
1740 Broadway 
New York, New York 10019 
(212) 489-8230 



TO: ROGER BRUCE FEINMAN, Esq. 

Attorney for Plaintiff 
Park Avenue Atrium 
Penthouse Suite 
237 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10017 
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